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ce ment, is scarcely to be called wisdom untl com- | lions upon this soi-distant temporary contract, Ido he is aiming to organize an &merican Company, 
e- municated. Why, oh why, is it that the Senator not see why we should not ascertain beforehand, which may hereafter be able to realize, in cooper- 
k, from Missouri,who tells us that he has devoted some | if we can, that these three millions will not be ab- | ation with himself, his long-cherished hopes of 
it. thirty years of an eventful and somewhat stormy solutely thrown away. One thing is certain: the | providing a safe, cheap, and commodious railway 
n- life to the study of matters appertaining to the || opposition of one or two of my friends now around — communication from the Pacific to the Atlantic, the 
8: uestion before us, refuses to allow us successfully me (including the honorable Senator from Illinois power and influence of this Government may not 
xt to seek instruction from his eloquent lips? Why and the honorable Senator from Louisiana) and | be thrown against him: that free competition may be 
b- js it that this our chosen Gamaliel, at whose feet myself, to the original bill—which opposition | allowed between himselfand others, who have more 
we have humbly prostrated ourselves, indignantly seemed to give quite as much offence to the hon-. recently than himself enlisted in this project of con- 
d. declines the sublime task of teaching the ignorant, | orable Senator from Missouri as he has on this _ necting the two oteans by a railroad across the con- 
rs who seek only to be enlightened under his grave | occasion manifested—has succeeded in reducing | tinent. | am further assured, that when the Govern- 
st monitions? Has he forgotten, or does he hold in | the amount to be paid to Messrs. Aspinwall & Co. | ment shall choose, (if ever itshould,) at any future 
id contempt that familiar couplet which runs thus: just one half; that is to say, it is now reduced to a | peviod, to arrange with this person, and those who 
r- «Delightful task to rear the tender thought, ten years’ contract, from having been brought for- | may hereafter become associated with him, for 
dl And teach the young idea how to shoot?” ward as a twenty years’ contract, and, instead of the transportation of munitions of war, the mails, 
e- To be serious, is not the honorable Senator alittle || six millions of dollars to be certainly paid by the | or individuals, the most liberal arrangement will 
t- inconsistent when he urges that the Committee on || Government, the amended bill only secures to the | be made, both with the Government and private 
e: Military Affairs will not have leisure toexamine into {| contractors three millions. Yet the honorable Sen- | persons. 1 am assured still further, that the Mex- 
1e this subject should it be referred to them, whilst, at |. ator from Missouri avers that he is now better sat- | ican Government and people are all desirous that 
m the same moment, he so magnificently boasts of the | isfied with the amended bill than he was with the | our Government and people should take control of 
ig fullness of his own knowledge upon every point || original one. Well, sir, such being the fact, L see the whole scheme of improvement; and that the 
1 which can be regarded as having a remote connec- | no reason whatever for doubting, that, should the | Government of the two Mexican States—the one 
8, tion with the matter now under consideration? | present motion prevail, and the amended bill be so | on the Pacific coast and the other on the Atlantic— 
of Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Mis- || modified as to provide no pecuniary appropriation | across which the Tehuantepec railroad would pass, 
fs souri alleges that we have recently, through our | at all, and that Panama be abandoned altogether in | are both exceedingly desirous that citizens of the 
nh diplomatic agent in Mexico, (Mr. ‘Trist,) made an | favor of Tehuantepec, the honorable Senator might |, United States should have the control and execu- 
m effort to obtain the right of way across the Isthmus | be still better satisfied than he is at present. Atany — tion of this grand scheme. lam further assured 
ie of Tehuantepec, and that we failed to do so; and || rate, 1 hold the experiment to be worth trying. as follows: from New York to Chagres and the 
re then he asks, ‘‘ What will Mexico think if we | Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Mis- | mouth of Guasaculco river, the distance will be 
of attempt to gain this privilege again?’? Well, sir, | souri has indulged in one allusion which I do not | about the same for steam vessels; but for sail ves- 
the answer to thisis mosteasy. In the first place, erfectly comprehend; though I have inferred from _ sels, the route to Chagres is much the longest; aa 
r- I have reason to believe, and will state the grounds | fis aspect and certain significant indications, that | a vessel might have to go outside of Cuba, St. 
or for my opinion when necessary, that nothing but | he designed possibly to refer to me; he says, that | Domingo, and Jamaica, in order to get jnto the 
Ww certain accidental circumstances prevented our! he has projected a scheme for a real .dmerican road, | current, controlled by the trade-winds; that the 
er minister from obtaining all that he sought on that | but complains that he is in danger of being eclipsed | Panama route strikes the Pacific Ocean some twelve 
'y head; and, in the second place, | should care very || by “modern projectors.”’ If the honorable Sena- | hundred miles (more or less) more Uistant from 
id little what Mexico, or all the civilized nations of |; tor is at all uneasy at the prospect of being eclipsed | California than the Tehuantepec route; that the 
10 earth, may think of our conduct, provided we only || by me in the struggle for distinction in which he | Tehuantepec route passes through a healthy coun- 
M enlist in projects legitimate and practicable. Now, |, seems to have engaged as the projector of grand | try, whilst the Panama route traverses a region 
en that we may successfully prosecute this cherished || internal improvement schemes, I will relieve him || confessedly more sickly than any in North Amer- 
he scheme of our Government, under circumstances | at once, by declaring that I have no capacity for ica beside; that, from New Orleans, it is six hun- 
ly highly auspicious, too, will be evident to all who |) the origination of schemes of this kind; that] have | dred and fifty miles further to Chagres than to 
at will confer with a certain Mexican statesman now \\ no ambition for that species of renown of which he | Guasaculco; that the marine route to the eastern 
pn in this vicinity, and who is prepared, as [ believe, rl seems at this moment to be so intensely desirous; | terminus of the Tehuantepec route is altogether in 
ot to state and to establish facts which will leave no | and that I will be content with the honor of aiding || all the Gulf of Mexico, whereas the Chagres route 
a- reasonable doubt upon the minds of any who are {| in the counteraction of the visionary projects of | is outside of the West India Islands—a highly 
er not resolved to wander in error. {| others, and the support of those which may seem | important consideration in time of war; that the 
nd Mr. WESTCOTT, (interposing.) If the Sen- |! to me to be worthy of governmental favor. soundings on the bar at Guasaculco are, according 
of ator from Mississippi will allow me, I will state, If the honorable Senator’s allusion was designed | to the highest authority, at most seasons of the 
ti- for the information of the Senate, a fact within my || to apply to the worthy gentleman, to whose bill | year, from eighteen to twenty feet, and never lower 
he knowledge. All these persons who pretend to || for a railway across the continent I offered an || than twelve feet three inches, with a tide of two 
{ have aclaim to Tehuantepec have forfeited all their | amendment the other day, and which doesintruth | feet; that distinguished English engineers have 
ng claims. None of them have a shadow of right. |! seem somewhat to challenge rivalry with that | reported that three millions of dollars will be 
Lis There is in this city, in the possession of a gentle- || grand scheme for an ‘‘ American road” which he | necessary to make a safe and convenient port at 
k- man here—and I can produce it, if it is desired, in || announced to us to-day would be shortly forth- | Limon Bay; that at Panama vessels cannot ap- 
aly twelve hours—an authentic copy in Spanish, and |; coming, then I have yet some consolation to offer || proach nearer than three miles, and a pier will 
an a translation in English, procured from Mexico, || to the honorable Senator from Missouri—the Re- oa to be constructed about that distance, whereas 
ly ofa law of Mexico that will prove this fact. The |! public is quite large enough for both himself and Mr. || at Boca Barra, where the Tehuantepec route is to 
he route is entirely free at this time, and subject to | Whitney to live in, and successfully to claim renown || terminate on the Pacific, there is a fine port; and, 
of- the action of the Republic of Mexico and the States || and veneration as the honored originators of | finally, that the following table (which I request to 
aw in which it lies. | schemes of internal improvement which are to || have read) may be fully relied on in all respects: 
ed Mr. FOOTE. But the Senator from Missouri | glorify and enrich this nation of freemen for count- || == = WOES Ss SSS 
suggests that the scheme to which we are now in- || less generations to come. 3. ise 3 
AC vited to vouchsafe our sanction is only a temporary | Mr. President, I deeply regret being drawn into es |fss| § 
ry one; and assures us that he will, in due season, || this discussion; | did not expect it; I did not desire Venede. SE leSe ¢ 
to bring forward a project for connecting the two || it; but I could not decently avoid it. I have been | Pe (83 |s82)\ Z 
n- oceans, and building a railway across our own |! constrained to present apparent hostility to a meas- |, as R%2| 5 
hy terra firma, which is at once to supplant all other || ure to which I have really no unkindness, and for || Ss fe | 8 
S schemes heretofore projected for this purpose, and | which, in some shape or other, I may feel yetcom- || oo a non Se eT ae es, 
to render valueless this grand Panama railway it- || i ll investi- Wes Xork to Boece Bavm, teund' Cape) 
f Mus £ A y it- || pelled to vote, should it turn out upon full investi Horn, crossing the line in longitade! | 
re, self, which he has kindly taken under his special | gation to be really worthy of approval. I feel that 26 W., Rio Janeiro, Valparaiso, Cal- | 
re charge. When, sir, he shall make a formal pres- '| it would be acting a part somewhat impolitic, did I}, !40, and Boca Barra.............+..| 12,300) 3,330, 9,060 
nd entation of his own doubtless well-digested pro- || not, since such strenuous opposition has been pre- || ee een canna, ie oe ee 
- a ~ be time enough to decide upon its || sented to my motion, state several facts which Lam || in tongitude 26 W., going to latitude: 
ng merits; though some of its peculiar features, | am || assured are true, and which are sufficiently material 41 8. and eastward to longitude of St.) 
sal inclined to think, it would be quite easy to proph- || to demand, as I think, the notice of this body. || Raul’s, and thence bythe Straits of | 
to sy in advance. But I beg leave respectfully to I am informed that the gentleman from Mexico || mail earies es ees ae ta 15,540) 11,960) 3,588 
k- suggest that the bill before us, either in its original || to whom I have referred, has the entire control at || Cape ions to St. ‘Thomas,'Rio Ja 
ho or amended form, is. anything but a temporary || this time of the route across the Isthmus of Te- || _ neiro, Valparaiso, Callao, and Boca i 
Lis arrangement—the original bill proposing a twenty || huantepec; that, though it is true that at the period || Barra......... steeees vee be Has 9.0'be 12,510; 900) 11,610 
is years’ contract with Messrs. Aspinwall & Co., || of Mr. Trist’s negotiations, a formal transfer was | co by Cetamnife fiver, rennet cual 39,2201 11,610 
ey washout the privilege of immediate rescission, and || executed to Mr. McIntosh, (so well known in || New Orleans to Columbia river, inland) "| 
= the amendment only allowing a rescission on the || connection with Mexican concerns,) yet a retrans- || joarney, up the Mississippi, up the 
8: part of the Government, if it shall deem it wise to 1 fer was, some time since, executed to himself; that — and, acrows the Rocky) 3.4001 3.2901 180 
ne | Putan end to the contract at the end of ten years. || he seeks no contract with the Government of the || [Notes The has a land journey of 900, 7 | | 
n. his, I repeat, really seems to me to be anything | kind proposed to be given to Messrs. Aspinwall & || _ miles, full of difficuities.] 





y- but temporary; and, as we have to pay three mil- |’ Co. by this bill; and that he only asks that, whilst |) New York to the Columbiariver...... |__| 5,650) 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. H 


d this motion to recommit 
with instructions to investigate the propriety of 
acquiring a right of way across the [sthmus of 
Tehuantepec been made rlier day, | should 
not have been inclined to oppose it. On the con- 
trary, | should cheerfully and readily have sup- 
ported it. This measure has been before the Senate 
now for nearly two mon 
aince the first wee k of the session. It was desired 
by the friends of the measure, at the me it was 
introduced, to have eatly action upon it, In order 
that the proposed contractors might know what 
they could rely upon, and whether they were to 
¥ I apprehend that 
time isa matter of vast importance, and I, for one, 
as having presented the measure, should have 
ured immediate action then, but fort that 
Senators here were desirous that there should be 
de lIny,and st ited as arenson thata rival | 

was expected to be presented. We have hearda 
good deal about this rival proposition, and we have 
waited ong for it to be submitted. And, after this 
long delay, in order that they might be 
prepare and present their memorial setting forth 
the claims of this rival propos have not 
yet been favored with it. 1, for one, have been 
anxious to see it. FE should like to see it how, to 
see whether they will offer a better proposition. 
But we are now told by the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi that the Mexican gentleman to whom he 
refers does not stand in the position of a rival con- 
tractor. Sir, T wish him to stand in fiat position 
or not stand here atall. When he comes here to 
attack this measure, to enlighten the Senate as to 
our action, when he comes here to protest against 
our adopung a measure for our purposes because 
it is going to interfere with his project, | wish him 
to stand forward as a compe titor, and I wish him 
to state what plan he has, what project he has. I 
wish to. know whether the statement of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, that he has no intention of 


atan ¢ 


ths: it has been before us 


goon with the contract or not. 


he fact 


rroposition 


able to 


mon, W 


becoming a competitor, be true, or the denial of 
the Senator from Florida be true. He is here, I 


am told, and he can state what his intentions are. 

Mr. FUOTE. My honorable friend certainly 
misapprehended me, if he understood me as stating 
any fact Positive ly. I took p irticular pains to say 
that I had no positive information. I merely sta- 
ted what I believed to be the case, and I added 
that [ would endeavor to procure within a short 
time the best information [I could obtain. And, as 
a fact going to show the importance of this com- 
mittee having the subject referred to them now, I 
stated the circumstance alluded to by the Senator 
from Lilinois, that the committee might have an 
opportunity of conferring with the individual and 
ascertaining all the facts in his possession. If my 
friend understood me as stating that this individual 
came here to dictate to us, or even to make sugges- 
tions to us in relation to our action, I certainly was 
grossly misunderstood. lt was informed of his 
being here, and I sought him out. I found him to 
be a modest and frank gentleman, ready to furnish 


all necessary information; not presenting himself 


as a compeutor, but only desirous that this Gov- 
ernment should not enlist in the field against him. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I did not understand the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Foore] to deny the 
existence of the law that | referred to. 

Mr. FOOTE. Certainly not. I only said I 
knew nothing about it. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 1 do not wish to be mis- 
understood as to the effect of what | stated as to 
my course on this bill. Lam,as at present ad- 
vised, opposed to this bill, and to all similar pro- 
jects put forth here by individuals, asking of the 
United States money or contracts to carry out 
their schemes in any foreign country. I am op- 
posed to all this system, in toto. IL hope to see 
one or more railroads from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific, to bind the people there to us, and I will 
not encourage any route that will tend to interfere 
with or postpone them. But if it is determined to 
adopt some one as a temporary measure, I prefer 
Tehuantepec first, Nicaragua the second, and Ran- 
ama the last, and will advance the reasons at the 
proper time. [am inclined to vote for the Sena- 
tor’s [Mr. Foore’s] motion, if he will amend it so 
us to include the railroad routes across the conti- 
nent and the Nicaragua route. The fact | stated 
obviates one difficulty as to Tehuantepec. By 
yroper arrangement with Mexico we can obtain it. 

t is now free and unincumbered, and I learnfrom 


good authority Mexico is disposed to arrange with . 
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us for it. If the individuals supposed to have had 
control over it have such control, and if we are to 
arrange with them, | would not have anything to 
do with it. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I know this gentleman to 
whom reference has so frequently been made. He 
is an intelligent and worthy man, and | think he 
understands his business; but | desire, when his 
name and his intentions are introduced upon this 
floor as an argument to control our legislauon, that 
the matter should come before us m a tangible 
shape. When he comes here to defeat an act of 
the American Congress that is deemed necessary 
to the interests of the American people, | desire 
that he should bring his memorial forward, staung 


the facts that he has to present, and letus examine | 


whether those facts are reliable or not. 

Mr. FOOTE. Wall the Senator allow me to in- 
terrupt him fora moments My object is to obtain 
iuformation, and this 1s the purpose of the motion 
that Lhave made. ‘There should be a memorial 
certainly; but there being none, the facts might be 
ascertained by the committee. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We have heard of this mt- 
morial from the first week of the session. It has 
been heralded on this floor, but it has not come to 
us. I believe firmly that the sole object is to defeat 
the action of Congress, or to prevent any action 
atall,; and if that be the object, | think the ques- 
tion should be argued on the merits of the Panama 
propesiuon enurely, instead of dragging that in as 
ifa rival route were to be proposed, and a compar- 
ison of the merits of the two propositions lo be 
made, when the entire object is to defeat acuon 
altogether. Why has not the memorial been pre- 
Has not this subject been postponed for 
several weeks? Has not the gentleman been for 
some ume in this city? Have not his plans been 
open to the Inspection of gentlemen? Have we 
not all examined them over and over again? Aili 
have had the opportunity of examining them, and 
it was due to us, if he through his friends is going 
to endeavor to defeat our legisiation, that he should 
have come forward before, when he knew the sub- 
ject was pending. If we now, in the last month of 
the session, send the matter again to the consmit- 
tee, it will be too late for action at this session, and 
our legislauon will be defeated* by this indirect 
means. If we are to act at this session, it is 
necessary we should do so without delay. If we 
do not act upon the subject at this session, we may 
as well not act at all. We only want the road 
across the Isthmus as a temporary measure until 
we geta directroad. I believe at the next session 
we will get a direct road, and | would not.be will- 
ing to make a contract that would lasta day beyond 
the time when that is accomplished, but t should 
be unwilling to have our action defeated now, not 
on the merits of the case, but simply by procrastu- 
nation, 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to say, that in view of the 
desire of the gentlemen that the debate should 
proceed on the merits of the bill, lest it should not 
be practicable to arrive at a vote upon it, | am 
willing to withdraw my motion, and allow the dis- 
cussion to be proceeded with. ‘That will accom- 
plish the great object that I have in view; and in 
the mean while, if Senators will endeavor to obtain 
information from other quarters, it may turn out 
that there will be no necessity for a recommitment 
at all, 


sented ? 


Mr. DICKINSON. Wiil the Senator give way, || 


as it is near the hour of adjournment, for a motion 
to go Into Executive session? 

Mr. FOOTE. 1am perfectly willing. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the respective merits of 
the rival routes of Panama and ‘Tehuantepec are 
to be investigated, I think they shouid be brought 
forward by memorial, or in some authentic shape, 
and not in a desultory mode of debate; but I did 
not suppose that the Senate would deem it neces- 
sury to go Into an examination of a route that is 
not before us, when we have no right of way, and 
when we have no reason to believe that we can get 


aright of way; when we have attempted to get it 


and have failed, and when we do not know that it 
would be practicable if we did obtain it. 


no better way than that which the Senator from 
Mississippi has suggested. 
i would like to see the question taken to-night, 


if possible. 1 do not wish this question left in the | 
way of immediate action on the bill to admit Cali- | 


I cannot | 
believe, that in this desultory way, the Senate will | 
enter upon its consideration, but if they do, I see | 


dan. 36, 


fornia as a State into this Union, which | shall cal! 
up to-morrow mofhing. he 

Mr. FOC YEE, I beg to agsure the Senator the: 
I and my friends will present no impedimenr 
obstruct his coutse. All we ask is for two , a ; 
days, that we may have an Opportunity to a 
this matter a thorough examination. ws 

Mr. BERRIEN. 1 beg to suggest to the , 
from Mississippi that the course which eee 
poses to pursue is not exactly regular. Her fe : 
question which has been referred to the Come E 
tee on Military Affairs, by which a bill has heen 
reported, and some debate has already beep had 
upon it. That debate, however, has hitherto bes : 
but partial, and therefore the Senator will see 1), 
his motion to recommit the bill is premature, esne. 
cially as several Senators have not been hear, 
all who feel an interest in this subject. Jt may tg 
that after those Senators shall have been jyeqrq’ 
there may be no necessity to recommit the bill. I 
hope, therefore, that the discussion will be enn. 
tinued, that we may obtain the information whic 
Senators are prepared to communicate, |f 
Senate should now adjourn, this bill will come yp 
as unfinished business to-morrow, and it may the; 
be examined to the Senator’s satisfaction. ~ 

Mr. FOOTE. To that | have no objection, jy 
the bill will not be pressed to a decision to-morrow 
1 only want two or three days, that } and my 
friends may investigate the subject. I am willing 
to withdraw my motion to recommit, for my only 
object in making it was to prevent a decision 
to-day, which, | apprehended, would be forced 
upon us, 

Mr. DICKINSON. IThope Senators will allow 
us to have an Executive session, which is much 
needed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I beg simply to 
state that when this subject was before the Mili- 
tary Committee, they had not sufficient information 
to enable them to decide on its merits; this bil} 
was therefore hastily prepared and thrown before 
the Senate to elicit information, and unless more 
information than they now possess can be given to 
the cominittee, it will be unnecessary to recommit 
this bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 


t? 


0 


pe- 


en 


ie 


As I believe the committee 


| can better collect information than the Senate, | 


renew the motion to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope the question will 
be postponed, that we may have an Executive 
session. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Lhope not. Let the question 


| now be taken. 


Mr. METCALFE. I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 30, 1849. 


« TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, 
it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Printing be discharged 
from the further consideration of the accounts of te Treas- 


| urer of the United States with the Post Office Department, 


for receipts and disbursements for the fiscal year endig 


| June 30, inde, and that they be referred to the Committee 
| on Expenditures in the Post Office Department. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
miitee on Printing, to whom was referred the mo- 
tion to print 10,000 extra copies of the report of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs on the subject ol 


'a “railroad across the Isthmus of Panama,” re- 


ported that the cost of printing the said report 
would amount to seventy-four dollars and fifty 
cents; and also reported the following resoluuon: 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the report of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs on the subject of a “railroad 
across the Isthmus of Panama” be printed. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

Mr. BURT moved that the resolution be Jaid 
upon the table. — 

And the question being put— 

It was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Boecock, Bowlin, 
Boyden, Brodbead, William G. Brown, Albert G. Brown, 
Burt, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Cocke, 
Cristield, Crozier, Daniel, Darling, Diekinson, Embree, 
Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, 
Giddings, Gott, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammous, James 
G. Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Hill, George 5. 
Houston, Inge, Iverson, Andrew Johnson, James H. Joha- 
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ort W. Johnsen, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Ken 
. Lord, Lynde, MeClelland, MeClernand, Me 
Milier, Morris, Morse. Muliin, 


con, 1M 
_ Laser 
). Job Mann, Meade, 


s Potrie, Pevton, Pilsbery, Pollock, Preston, Reynolds, 
a Ri hardson, Richey, Robinson, Root, Sawyer, Sasart, 
Apyriex E. Staart, Strong, Thibodeaux, Jacob Thompson, 
: jyrston, Toombs, Turner, Van Dvke, Venable. Watiace, 
wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, and Woodward 


WAN s__ Messrs. Abhott, Ashmun, Parringer, Belcher, 
Bingham. Blackmar, Boyd, Brady, Charies Brown, Butler, 
“ahe 1 Canby, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, 


“a a wn. Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Dunn, Eckert, 
cial. Rdwares, Nathan Evans, Farreily, Fisher, Freneh, 
eine. Gayle, Goggin, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Na 


i a , ' 
» K. Hal, Hentev, Henry, Hilliard, EXias B. Holmes, 


hard. Hudson, Kant, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas 
Aotier King, Daniel P. King, Latin, William T. Lawrence, 
nov Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lineeta, Maclay. Mell 
we. Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Nelson, Newell, Out 
Palfrey, Pendleton, Patnam, Julius Rockwell, Jo 
Roman, Ramsey, Schenck, Sherrill, silv 
land. Robert Smith, Truman Sinith, Stanton, } 
‘her, Stephens, Strohm, Taylor, James Thompson, 
wd W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Tompkins, 
ruck. Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, and White—cs, 
The SPEAKER voted in the negative. 
the resolution was not laid on the table. 
The question then recurring on ordering the 
‘in question, it was taken and decided in the 











oF 


n a on 
affirmative without a division. 
So the main question (which was on the adop- 
con of the resolution) was ordered to be now 
: 
tanken. 


Mr. TOOMBS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

And the question, “Shall the resolution be 
adopted? was then taken and decided in the affirm- 


mative—yeas 96, nays 86—as follows: 
VEAS—Mesers. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Belcher, 
Bienchard, Botts, Brady, Butier, Cabell, Cauby, 


. 
? 


Riackmar, 

Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collamer, Conger, 
Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon. Donmueh, Dann, 
Evkert, Edsall, Edwards, Nathan Ewans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
French. Gaines, Gavie, Gentry, Goggin, Greeley, Gre cory, 
Ghinuell, tlale, Nathan K. Hall, Henley, Henry, Hilliard, 
Blas B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Josepir R. In 
e roll. dames H. Johason, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas 
Rutler King, Daniel P. King, Lahin, Wittiam T. Lawrence, 
Sidney Lawrence. Leffler, Levin, Lincoin, Maclay, Me- 
flvaine, Horace Maun, \:arsh, Marvin, Mullin, Murphy, 
Nelson. Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, Patnam, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell,. Roman, Rumsey, Schenck, 
Sherrill, Silvester, Stingerland, Truman Smith, 
1, Starkweather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Stroh, 
Vaylor, dames Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, John B. 
Thomp-on, Tompkins, Tuck, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, 
White. and Wilsen—96. 

NAVS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bo 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyden, Brodhead, Wiiliam G. 
Brown, Albert G. Brawn, Burt, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Nowell Cobb, Cocke, Collins, Crozicr, Daniel, Dar- 
ling, Diekinson, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, 
Preediey, Frnes, Fulton, Giddings, Gott, Wiilard P. Hall, 


Shepyerd, 


Stanto 


Hammons, James G. Hampton, tiaralson, Harman-on, 
ilarris, Hill, George S. Houston, tnge, Iverson, Jenkins, 
Andrew Jobnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, | 


Kennon, La Sére, Ligon, Lynde, MeCletland, MeClernana, 
McDowell, MeKay, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, 
Morse, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pilsbury, Pollock, 
Preston, Reynotds, Richardson, Richey, Robin-on, Root, 
Sawver, Smart, Chartes E. 
J4 Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Turner, Venabie, 
Wallace, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and Weood- 
ware 6. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


EMIGRATION TO CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GRINNELL (very imperfectly heard) rose 
and was understood to say that he desired to make 
a appeal to the House in behalf of those citizens 
of the United States who were about emigrating to 


California. Vessels were now, about to’ take their 
1 


of ¢ tmhigrants were roing outin them as passengers. 
Several vessels had sailed with large numbers, and 
it was feared that great suffering might result from 
the crowded state of the ships. 

He had been informed by several gentlemen 
from Boston and New York, that the ship fever 


Stuart, Strong, Thibodeaux, | 


departure for that Territory, and a great number | 


would undoubtedly be engendered unless a law | 


was passed which would subject the ships to the 
same regulations as those which now existed in 
telation to vessels between the United States and 
He had, a few days ago, introduced a 
bill having relation to this subject. 
on the Speaxer’s table. It could be passed in a 


Europe. 
! 


It was now | 


few minutes, and he hoped the House would con- 


sent to take it up at this time. 


Mr. BURT said he objected, and insisted upon | 


the recular order of business. With the greatest 
respect for the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. Grinnei,}] he (Mr. B.) was willing that 
those who desired to go to California should crowd 


the ships as much as they pleased. He demanded 


the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER said the regular order of busi- 
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ness would be the call ofthe committees for} rt 
commencing (where the call was last s a 
with the Committee on t District of ¢ i ty 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked Mr. Berr te 
waive his metion for the pr nt, to 2 w him 


(Mr. F 
Mr. BURT did sa. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON asked leave to ints 
a bill. 
Mr. GRINNELL obieccted. 
Mr. PRESTON moved that the House resalve 


itself into Committee of the Whol on the 


}to introduce a bi 


ouuce 


i stat 
of the T nion. 
. , : : 
Tellers (Messrs. Vewante and Wiis wert 
anpointed; and the question having been taken, the 


vote stood: Ayes 99, noes 35. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Un: mn, Mr. ae R. In- 
GERSOLL, of Pennsy!vania, in the ect 

Mr. VINTON said, that the next speci 
was the naval apprepriation bill. He 
it be taken un. 

Mr. FICKLIN inquired whether the 
lating to the Territorial-Governments of Calift 
and New Mexico were not first in order. 

The CHAIRMA N was understood to SAY, that 
if there was no special order, the appropriation 
bills were entitle d to prefe rence, 

Mr. VINTON said, that the naval appropriation 
bill had heen made a special order. Not only by 
the general rule were the appropriation bills, in the 
discretion of the committee, to 
orders, but this bill was a prior spe 
Territorial bill. The rule 
should be acted upon in the order in which they 
were made so by the House. : 

The CHAIRMAN aaid, he understood from the 
Clerk that such was the actual state of the case. 

The committee there fore proce eded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1849. 

The bill having been read througeh— 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor, and addressed the committee during the al- 
lotted hour. 

At the outset of his remarks, Mr. DB. said that, 
as he did not wish to be out of order, he would in- 
quire of the Chairman whether it was in order to dis- 
cuss ceneral matters relating to the Union, without 
having moved to strike out the first secuon of the 
bill ? 

The CHAIRMAN was understood to say, that 
he thoucht not. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I move to strike out the 
first section of the bill, for the purpose of enabling 
me to speak on the general subject of the state of 
the Union. 

The motion having been announced 
ingly— 

Mr. B. proceeded in his remarks. Ever since I 
heve had the honor of a seat In this House, (he 
said,) | have given silent votea against every prop- 
osition that has been brought into this Hall look- 


sie) 
wait. 


il order 
noved that 


hills re- 


rnia 


supersede special 
ae ers. : 
ial order to the 


was, that spec al orders 





accord- 


' ing to the agitation of the question of the abolition 


of slavery in any part of this Union. I have not 
only given such votes upon all occasions here, 
in every shape in which the question has been pre- 
sented, but I did so before I had the honor of a 
seat in this House, for a period beginning nearly 
twenty yearsback, in my own State, in her halls of 
legislation, and in the convention which was called 
to amend her constitution, I have given the same 
votes and pursued the same course—with this only 
difference, that there 1 spoke against all move- 
merits in relation to the abolition of slavery in any 
shape, by the free States or in the halls of Con- 
gress. And I would have pursued the same quiet 
course for the brief space of time that I have yet 
to remain here—looking to the future to approve 
my course, as my constituents have heretofore ap- 
proved all that | have said and done upon the sub- 
ject—but for the remarkable speech of the gentie- 
man from Indiana {Mr. THompson|—a_ speech 
which struck me, as I think it must have struck 
this House, with surprise and astonishment. 

The gentleman told us, that upon this subject he 
helonged to the great conservative party of the 
Union—the party opposed to the abolition of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia, or in the States, 
or lis agitation in any place where it might have 


the tendency to disturb the peace and harmony of 
|, the country, or endanger the perpetuity of our || 
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Union. The centleman not only neecrte d his own 


conservatism, but vouched for the conservatism of 
e of the State which he tn part representa. 
And he wentsull further; he vouched for, and boast- 
ed of, the conservatism of the late venerable gentle 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] who, but 
months since, fell among us. Now, I ask, 
were not these starting assertions? To me they 
1 remember well when I met that gentle- 
man [Mr. Tuompson] on this floor some six years 
ago that he was then conservative on this ques 
tion. When I first had the honor ofa seat here, I 
had doulsts then as to the propriety of the twenty- 
first rule, of which the gentleman has spoken so 
much in all its bearings; and my colleague | Mr. 
C.J. Incersout] and myself attempted for days 
to have the rule modified, so that whatever was 
objectionable in its features might be struck out, 
lits ervative character be retained. After 
two orthree weeks’ trial, we failed to attain our end. 
We could not amend it, and we voted for it, and 
from that time te this, I have sustained that rule, 
and opposed the introduction of the subject. Then 
the gentleman was with us, in laying upon the table 
all abolition agitation. 


the pe op 


1 few 


were so, 





ind aiiits cons 


Then he was a conserva- 
tive, and rebuked the agitating spirit of abolition- 
ism here. But when I again met him on this floor 
at the commencement of the present Congress, 
how stoed the matter? There is the record. Upon 
every question of the introduction of petitions, 
during the last session of Congress, looking to the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
the gentleman who, in his speech, so sternly re- 
bukes these movements as calculated to ditmem- 
ber the Union, and to disturb its harmony, voted 
upon the yeas_and nays to bring these petitions 
into this Elall, voted against their suppression, and 
against laying them on the table. 

Nay more. When the gentleman from Ohio, 


| (Mr. ‘Gippines, ] at the last session, introduced 


resolutions coneerning a slave who had been mal- 
treated at some hotel in thisecity—a subject well 
calculated to agitate and irritate the feelings of 
southern gentlemen here and elsewhere—did net 
the gentleman from Indiana again vote against 
laying the resolutions on the table, desiring to 
have them agitated by the House? How changed 
was the gentleman during the last session from the 
time when he stood beside me, six yearta ago, 
voting to censure the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Gippinés] for introducing resolutions here calcu- 
lated to excite the country, and to create unhappy 
feelings. ‘That gentleman, I say, one of those who 
stood with me to censure and expel from this 
Hall the gentleman from Ohio, is now found vo- 
ting with him en that subject. I regret that the 
gentleman is not here. 

Mr. THOMPSON indicated that he was present. 

Mr. BROWN continued. IT am happy to see 
his face, for it is the face of a friend, and I speak 
to the gentleman as a friend. Now, I take occa- 
sion to say that I heard his eloquent speech (for 
he always is eloquent) with pleasure, and that I 


/only regret that his acts have not corresponded 


with his words. I regret that he gave to the har- 
mony of the Union, to the friends of his childhood 
in the South, his speech only; that he gave them 
not his votes and his acts. 

The history of the gentleman’s course here six 
years ago, and the history of it at the last session, 
are adverse to each other. And how stands it 
with his eulogy of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Apams]? Will any man in this House 
believe that he [Mr. Apams] stood as a bulwark 
against the encroachments of abolition feeling in 
this country? I ask the gentleman—lI ask the 
friends of that departed man among us—if the gen- 
tleman from Indiana does honor to his name or 
fame, in making him one who rolled back what he 
considered the spirit of liberty and justice, and 
kept it from accomplishing its end to the day of 
his death? Such was his language. When that 
gentleman departed, he [Mr. Tuomeson] said, the 
spirit of fanatical abolitionism again took itsonward 
courae. 1 know that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts did say what the gentleman asserts, that 
he was opposed to the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia then; but | appeaf to the 
memory of that man, if, while he said this, he did 
not on every occasion, and under all cireugnstances, 
give his powerful aid to roll on, no matter who 
might be crushed by ut, the ball of abolition agita- 
tion. 

And how stands the matter with the gentleman’s 
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own constituents, for whom he has vouched here? 
: ee ~ 
I have before me the proceedings of a late Whig 
convention in Indiana—but just gone by—scarcely 
eold. The paper that conveys the intelligence to 
the country of the conservatism of Indiana is 
scarcely dry. The resolutions of the convention, 
like the speech of the gentleman from Indiana, 
are full of high-sounding phrases of fraternal 
regard to the South, eloquent in their tone, but 
containing poison within them ; 
Amasa, putting one arm around them, drawing to 
. ‘ =9 - ° 
them the South to kiss them, and saying, “Is it 
well with you, my brethren,’’ whilst in the other 
hand they hold the daggers with which they stab 
them to the heart. IT will read these resolutions— 
though I have not time to read much—but | will 
read them, because they may be new to many men 
in this Hiouse who heard the speech of my triend 
the other day. 
The eighth resolution is in the following words: 
& Resolved, Thatthe Whig party of Enciana, here repre 
sented in convention, would calinty but firmly express the 
that the extension of slivery over the newly 
mtories of New Mexico and California oneht 
ted hy law; thatit is our settled opinion that 
n« the guardian of our intant Terrutorie 
ntright; that its exereise would be promotive of last 
good to the people who shall inhabit the country in 
toded po the late treaty with Mexico: and farther, that it is 
he opinion of this convention that it is expedient to exer 
cise the power atthe present se 


conviction 
uired ‘T's 
» be prohal 


igre 4, Possess 


1 
‘ 
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” 
eon Oo Congress, 


Mr. B.) comes another. The 
resolution introduced by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Gort] a few days ago met the special 
censure of my friend from Indiana, because it spoke 
of slatery interfering with the progress of human 
liberty thronehout the world. We all know how 
eloquent! y the gentleman disclaimed any such im- 
putation upon slavery. Ff will read his words: 
This re 


United! State 


Now (continued 


nas it existed in the 
us hindrance to the progress of 


lution asserted that slavery 
, Was ‘a seri 


republican liberty throughout the earth.’ Well, he eoutd 
not, for the life of him, imagine what sort of an abstraction 
that was; butit was not true.” 


Here is the response from the Whigs of Indiana: 

“12, Resole That the spirit of the age, and the liberal 
and enlightened philanthropy which distinguishes is prog- 
ress, require sacrifices of individual opinion to the vreat 
enavse Of bhiman freedoms; that this spirit should be shared 
vihe government and the governed; that Man, in every 
should be reinvested with lis rights of lite. Jib 
rty,and the pursuitof happiness ; and that itis the anxious 
esire of the people here represented, that all constitutional 
aid proper means should be employed to free our National 
Capital from the last vestige of human bondage.”’ 

This (continued Mr. B.) is but the echo of the 
resolution which the gentleman from Indiana con- 
demned, and which he assured us would not be 

. . 
vouched for nor responded to by the people of 
that State. And the gentleman took occasion in the 
same connection to say, that not only in Indiana, 
butin other States, there was no sympathy between 
the party to which he belonged or the other (the 
free soil) party, and this abolition agitation. In 
praising the father he took occasion to condemn 
the son, who so lately was upon the ticket for Vice 
President in connection with another distinguished 
person, which was the result of this Free-soil move- 
ment; and he condemned that as the embodiment 
of abolition agitation—as the spirit which he re- 
buked, and the spirit to which he said the conser- 
vatism of Indiana was opposed, and which it 
would put down. Now, what was said by the 
editor of a paper in Indiana who was one of the 
late ‘Taylor electors there, who, I suppose, speaks 
with as much knowledge of the subject as the 
gentleman, and who probably is to be regarded as 
n much better exponent of the opinions of the 
people there. Tle says, in speaking of the Free- 
soil convention which had just assembled there: 

* We learn, also, that a good deal of difference of opinion 
existed as to the propriety of attempting to keep up a sepa 
rate organization, now that the Whigs have put in namina- 
tion as good free-soil men as can be found in the State. A 
resolution confirming the nominations of Messrs. Embree 
and Stanfield was offered by John H. Bradley, Esy. 

* The propriety of its passage was enforced by that gen 
tleman ina speech of much eloquence and power, but it was 
voted down. He contended that the candidates presented 
by the Whig party were all that could be asked on the sla 
very question, and by the proper effort and union they could 
he elected, whilst there was no possibility of electing the 
nominees of a third party organization.” 

And (continued Mr. B.) he thus concludes: 


* "The effeet of such a course would most probably enable 
Jicmes Hi. Lane to give the custing vole against the passage of 
proper tustructions to our Senators on the slavery question, 
and would elect Mr. Wright, whose whole past action proved 
him to be opposed to any interference on the part of Congress 
iu relation to s avery in our Territories.” 


midition, 


I 
‘ 
‘ 
a 


‘Thus (continued Mr. B.) this editor connects the 


like Joab with | 
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Whig party, its candidates and measures, with the 
Free-soil party and its measures, and says, that 
unless the latter should adoptthe Whig candidates, 
the only effect would be to cause the election of 
Democratic candidates who are opposed to the in- 
terference of Congress on the subject of slavery. 
Is that the conservatism of Indiana? 
conservatism of the gentleman himself, to aid in the 
election of men who are known to be in favor of 


free soil, and of the agitation of the subject of abo- | 


lition, and to defeat men who would carry out the 


objects which the gentleman asserted on this floor | 


that he and the people of Indiana would sustain ? 
But I rejoice at one thing in the gentleman’s 
speech. It will be found in the following passage: 
“ He wished it were true—-he wished he could say it was 
tree, that this Hall of legislation had as much of that calm, 
di liberate conservatism as existed in the rings of the great 
bady of the American people. But there was often to be 
found a difference between the representative and his con- 
stituent; while the conatituent, at home, was steadily, 
coolly, and carnestly looking and praying for the 
preservation of the welfare of the Government, they in this 
Hall, too often prompted by considerations of foction and party, 
disturbing the peace and repose of the Union, and were 
agitating end exciting for their own sinister ends and selfish 
purposes. There was eoming atime, he believed—and he 
thanked God it was so—when there should come out from 
the Federal Exeentive of this Union this spirit of popular 
conservalisin, and it should be poured like ot! upon the 
waters of party; when, in the seithement of great national 


1 } 
Calbiny, 


were 


questions, they should neither know the name of Whig nor | 


Democrat, but should be prompted by those high, holy, ele- 
vated considerations which alone existed in the heart of the 


trne American patriot, whose every pulsation beats for the | 


” 


integrity of the union of these States.’ 


Now, (resumed Mr. B.,) Ido not attribute any 
improper motive to the gentleman from Indiana. 
I have no doubt that he is honestly acting out his 
own sentiments. I know that he is a gentleman 
of discernment, and that, in looking ahead, he can 
see as far as any other man—perhaps a little fur- 
ther than some of his associates. And but 


dream, (for certainly there has been a change since 


the last session,) he could not have felt what he 


so eloquently expressed the other day upon this 
floor, and given all these votes during the Jast ses- 
sion when this question was agitated, and when 
the bitter-waters of that agitation were spreading 
themselves far and wide, and were reaching the 
very hearts of every portion of our people—cer- 


tainly he could not have felt then what he feels | 
now, or he would have expressed his feelings in | 


the eloquent language which he uttered here the 
otherday. Isay achange has come over the spirit 
of his dream; and he sees in the incoming Execu- 
tive what he depicts as a spirit that is to suppress 
this egitation—a man who not only spent half 
his life in the South, but who was born in the 


South, and has spent his whole life in the South; | 


and looking to that Executive, (the sun that shines 
upon many a man’s action in this country,) I at- 
tribute this change of feeling to its benign influ- 
ence, and I think he sees an indication that it will 
be favorable to the country and to the party with 
which he acts, and perhaps to his own future 
prospects that he should now fall back upon his 
old and first love. If so, if favors are to be won 
in this country by the conservative principles so 
eloquently expressed by him, I, for one, shall re- 
gret to the last day of my life that I ever opposed 
the election of an Executive who would exercise 


so greatand glorious an influence over the desti- || 


nies of this country. I would fain hope that the 
omen is true, and that those who fear that the ad- 
vent of the new Executive will not be conserva- 


tive upon this question will be found to be in error. | 


1 would fain hope that we shall have peace and 
harmony again; that we shall be as a band of 
brothers; that we shall meet in this Hall, and 


everywhere throughout the country, as our fathers | 
met in the days of the Revolution, or as they did |! 


meet but a few years ago, and crushed everything 
that interfered with the peace and harmony and 
integrity of the Union. 

** Men (says the gentleman) had not learned in that day 


to disregard the Constitution and the law; men had not | 
learned at that day to be continually attempting encroaeh- | 
ments upon the rights of the States of this Union, as fixed | 


and guarantied under our Federal Constitution.” 


I would hope (continued Mr. B.) that we shall | 


unlearn, when a new Execufive comes into power, 
what the gentleman assumes we have so recently 
acted upon. And I congratulate the gentleman 
upon his change of opinion. I congratulate the 
country upon the bright prospect that awaits us 
under the new Administration. 


agitation is leading us onwards and downy 
Is that the | 


for | 
this change that has come over the spirit of his | 


| I have a word to say to him. 


_ for explanation, but no further. 
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For myself, I have opposed this agitation fro 
the first to this time, and I think it itnence 
us all to look where we stand, and where - 
are going. As the gentleman from Indiang 
justly said, we do not stand where we did. The 


ards, 
A few 
Buch ag 


and no man can predict where it will end, 
years ago, who thought that speeches, 
were now delivered here, from time to time, would 
ever be heard m this Hall? What would have }, i. 
thought, in the early days of the Republic if 
speeches, such as had been delivered by the te 
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Mann,} had Sete 
heard? Where was the noble son of the South ie 
would have satand listened to such a speech, or y “as 
would not have rebuked it in the face of the coun. 
try, or left the Hall ina moment? A speech tra. 
ducing the South—characterizing its citizens las 
among the most degraded in the civilized worjd 
charging them with being semi-barbarians, and 
knowing only a bowie-knife civilization! Thess 
things must not be. We must not speak of each 
other in such terms. 

What would the gentleman from Massachy- 
setis, who was himself at the head of the schoo\ 
system of that State, and who recently received 
the thanks of the State for his services, think, ifa 
southern man should rise in his place here, with a 
long array of crimes committed, day after day, ang 
week after week, and characterize them as eyj- 
dences of the civilization of New England, or of 
the effeets of the school-system in his own State? 


| What would he think, if a southern gentleman had 


risen here, and pointed toa recent event—a trial then 
just completed—of a son of New England for the 
quadruple crime of seduction, adultery, murder, 
and arson? I allude to the case of Tirrell. True, 
though he was guilty of ali these crimes, and if 
they had been perpetrated in the South, a southern 
jury would bave brought him in guilty of all, and he 
would have expiated his offence on the gallows, 
yeta Massachusetts judge and jury, through the 
eloquence of a Massachusetts lawyer, pronounced 
all these crimes—what? Seduction—adultery— 
murder—arson? No—Somnambulism. (Laughter.} 


| New England finds honeyed terms for crimes com- 


mitted there. But if done in the South—if the evil 
passions which everywhere exhibit themselves, 
from the pulpit to the lowest alley in the largest 
city, should have been thus manifested by a mas- 
ter towards his slave, or the crime committed upon 


| anegro, it would have been blazoned to the day in 


pictures and eloquent language, and would have 


| been sent throughout the world as the effect of 


slavery. But I have ro taste for these criminations 
and recriminations: they should never be heard in 
this Hall. 

Again, what do we see? I am sorry my col- 
league from the northern district is not here, for 
Another resolution 
has been introduced at this session to allow every 
person in this District to vote—black and white, 


| all colors, bond and free—and against laying it on 
| the table there were seventy-seven votes: among 


them were the votes of men from Connecticut—a 


| State which, I believe, only three years ago, pro- 
| posed to allow negroes to vote, and by about three 


to one, I think, the privilege was refused. These 
gentlemen come here, and, in the District of Colum- 
bia, in the midst of a slaveholding population and 
slaveholding States, place upon record their votes 
that they desire to consider the propriety of placing 
the negro on an equality with the white man. And 
our friends from Pennsylvania 

Mr. HENLEY interposed, and asked leave to 
explain. 

Mr. BROWN did not yield the floor. He ex- 
pected, he said, when he had closed on this branch 
of the question, to take another hour on another 
branch. Gentlemen saw that he had forborne to 





speak, and that he had not troubled the House 





during the present Congress— ; 

Mr. HENLEY asked again for an opportunity 
to explain. He did not, he said, like longer to sit 
stil under this charge. 

Mr. BROWN. I have not said a word about 
the gentleman, and therefore I cannot yield the 
floor for explanation. The rules of this House 
have become very lax of late, allowing gentlemen 
to make speeches in the way of explanation. Ifa 
gentleman has made a speech and placed any gen- 
tleman in the wrong, the floor should be yielded 
I know the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. Henuey] and other 
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Democrats deny having had any intention by their 
yates to allow negroes to vote, yet such has been 
the inference drawn both North and South. 

That is one State. There are others. The 
reople of Illinois have voted that no negro shall 
come upon ker soil; not only that the negro shall 
not have equal political privileges, but that he shall 
not live there; yet there are some of the Repre- 
sentatives of that State upon this floor who voted 
to agitate here whether he shall be a freeman and 
equal with the white citizen of the District. In 
Pennsylvania—my friend from the Beaver district 
‘Mr. Dickey] knows how warmly | urged in the 
eonvention the exclusion of blacks while he was 
strongly in favor of the negroes—in Pennsylvania, 
we have excluded negroes from voting, after a ful 
examination and a solemn adjudication of the sub- 
sect. Yet I find from Pennsylvania men, whose 
“districts rave an almost unanimous vote in favor 
of the exclusion of negroes from the right of suf- 


fave, coming into this Hall, and voting to consider ? 


whether they shall have equal political privileges 
with the whites in this District. I will say to ny 
friend from the northern district, [Mr. Witmor, | 
shat when, in this Hall, he first offered his proviso 
to the territorial bill, he repudiated all connection 
with the Abolitionists; and I know, in a speech 
which he did me the honor to send me, delivered 
elsewhere, he said he had no sympathy with the 
negroes; that all he did was for the white man, 
for the free laborer of the North. Then (here 
is the record) he voted to suppress all petitions 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. His vote is not found then to aid this 
abolition agitation; yet how do we find him voting 
thissession? Why, against laying on the table a 
hill to allow the negroes, both slave and free, to 
vote in this District, and for all questions which 
have arisen for the agitation of the subject of the 
abolition of slavery. It shows (for I mean nothing 


unkind to my colleague; I have no unkind feelings | 


towards him) where we are going: like little chil- 
dren, we begin by creeping, then we walk, and then 
werun. As my friend from Indiana eloquently said 


the other day, in olden times we put this whole | 
Now, agitating questions are | 
brought up from time to time; and when we look |, 
to the records, we see that my friend from Indi- || 
ana, and other gentlemen who act with him, while | 


agitation down. 


they say they don’t want to agitate the subject of 
slavery; that they do not want to create insur- 
rections at the South; that they do not want to 


interfere with the institutions of the South; that | 


they do not want to touch the institution of sla- 
very in the States; that they oppose its aboli- 
tion here,—yet, when you bring them to vote, 


they are found with the agitators. If we of the} 
North are honest, and do not believe slavery | 


ought to be agitated here, and that the domestic 
slave trade, or slavery within the States, ought not 


to be interfered with, why, let us rise as one man, | 


and honestly vote toexclude all these agitating ques- 
tions, and tell our constituents so, as | have done 


for the last twenty years. In every speech which || 
I have made, in the halls of legislation or else- | 


where, I have rebuked this spirit; and I have not 


lost an election before my people for the last | 


eighteen or twenty years. I stand here now from 
a district, my Democratic predecessor from which 


voted for the reception of abolition petitions, yet | 
had lost his election by eleven hundred votes; || 
and I, who was known to be against their re- | 


ception, at the next election, was elected by a 


majority of four or five hundred. So I speak the | 


sentiments of my people, which they knew I en- 
tertained before | went before them. 

1 could go on upon this subject of allowing the 
negroes to vote in other States. Many, and nearly 
all of them, have refused to allow the negro to vote 


at home, but their Representatives come here and _ 


vote to confer upon him that privilege in this Dis- 


trict. This is insulting to the South and unjust to || 


their own constituents. ‘‘ First cast the beam out 
of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 


to cast out the mote which is in thy brother’s | 


eye,”’ is a good rule, applicable to this case 
And then, out of this House, I know something 


of this subject. I was not born in the South, as | 


the gentleman from Indiana was, though I lived 


there—in old Virginia—the greater part of six or | 


seven years. I have no ties of feeling or of in- 
terest which bind me to the South; all the asso- 
ciates of my childhood and my riper years, all I 
possess in property or reputation, belong to the 
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North. It is my own native place; but I speak 
here the sentiments of duty, the dictates of my 
own heart, what [ believe is due to the whole 
people of the United States, live where they may. 
It is a feeling which I imbibed from reading the 
early history of our country—the history of the 
scenes of the Revolution—the patriotism, the elo- 
quence of the sons of the South and of the North 
pleading and battling for a common cause, and 
pouring out their blood on the common fields of 
the South and of the North, fora common country. 
And the last pulse of my heart shall cease to beat 
before I can know anything else than that they are 
all my brethren—bone of my bone, and flesh of 
my flesh; and if the North shall continue these 
aggressions, and attempt to make war upon the 
South, northern man as I am, I cannot now tell 
on which side I would be found. I fear I would 
be on the side—I do not fear, but I know, I would 
he on the side of justice and right; and I mean by 
that, that | would be with the South; for L believe 
that justice and right is with them, and I prefer to 
be right with them to being wrong with any 
others. 
But out of this House, how is it in my own 
State and in other States? Why, we have, in my 
estimation, violated the Constitution of the United | 
States; or, if we have not violated its strict letter, 
we have violated every principle of fraternal feel- 
ing, and of thespirit of that instrument, in passing 
laws that interfere with the right of the southern 
people to reclaim their fugitive slaves when they 
come into the northern States. ‘The Constitution 
says they shall be given up; and [ hold it here 
to be the duty of every northern State through all 
its functionaries of Government, to exercise all its 
powers to deliver up every fugitive slave thatshould 
be found harbored within its borders; it is the 
spirit, it is the word of the Constitution; it is the 
bond of the Constitution. Is not this irritating to 
the South, and calculated to lessen their respect for 
| the Union, thus to see the provisions of the Con- 
stitution set aside and the bond of brotherly love 
disregarded, all for the purpose of robbing them 
of that which the law and the Constitution guar- 
anties to them ? 

Mr. BRADY. Will the gentleman permit me 
to put to him a question? 


Mr. BROWN. No; if I have said anything 


|, about what any gentleman has said or done which 


| requires explanation, | am willing to yield; other- 
wise I cannot. 

Outside of this House, I repeat, I know some- 
thing of this question. Iwas in Virginia at the 
time, or shortly after the time of the insurrection 
at Southampton, and I listened to the eloquent 
speeches there of gentlemen who looked then to 
see if something could not be done for the abolition 
of slavery. This question was considered there 
for several years. Emboldened by the attempt of 
Virginia to do something on the subject, 1 know 
that the Abolitionists of the North immediately 
began to pour their emissaries into Virginia, and 
to distribute their books with all the pictured hor- 
rors of slavery, to induce the people there, I pre- 
sume, to go on with the subject of abolition. But 
what was the consequence? These publications 
| were not guardedly sent to the owners; they 
thought to do a double work: while they enlight- 
ened the owners as to their duty, they sought to 
enlighten the slaves as to theirs; cal tor told 
| them, as the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. a 
| told them a few years since, when he was censuret 
in this Hall, that they were right in breaking their 
bonds, even though it were at the price of the blood 
of those who owned them 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Shall I correct him? 
|| Mr. BROWN. I referred to the Creole case. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. Yes; I say the gentleman is 
|| wrong. 

Mr. BROWN. No matter; every one can read 
what the gentleman said for himself. 





I wish the opportunity to correct him. I insist 

that the gentleman shall not misrepresent me. 

| Mr. BROWN. No matter; I take back, so far 

as the gentleman is concerned, what I have said, 

| and refer to the record for the facts. 

| Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) He said it two or 

| three times in this Hall. 

|| Mr. BROWN, (continuing.) I speak now of 
| 


|| what was done in the South. Alfthese means were 
|| resorted to to excite the slave to insurrection, to 


Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman is mistaken. | 


ADS 


stir within his heart the spirit of rebellion. Nay, 
what do we see now all over the country? Read 
the papers, and you will see that these very abo- 
lition agents are now there stealing negroes—not 
only stirring them up to run away, but it is well 
known that they are everywhere ready to receive 
them, and that they have their emissaries in the 
slave States, inducing the slaves to run away 
Now, you who have never lived among the slave- 
holders, what do you think it is to know that 
these machinations are at work to stir up a savage 
feeling of discontent, of rebellion, and of revenge 
in the breasts of those who surround you? It may 
be all sport to you. It may be you believe you 
are doing God service in endeavoring by these 
But have you 
no feeling for the whites? Are the blacks only 
your brothers? Is there no other race on this 
earth or in this country but the negro? How 
many whites would you sacrifice in the South to 
abolish slavery? I fear, if some were to answer 
from their hearts, they must say all, afl, ant, and 
the victims would be too few, they would say, to 
expiate the cruelties that have been inflicted upon 
the slave. This is the feeling 1 want to have re- 
buked. Why, I know that women and weak men 
live interror. They do not doubt that if let alene, 
all would go on well; the harmony between the 
races would not be disturbed: but it is this eon- 
tinual effort at abolition agitation, it is these em- 


means to emancipate the negroes. 


iasaries, of the northern fanatics, secretly among 
them, whom they dread— perhaps not dread, but 
whom they have most to fear. 

And what (L ask) is the justification for all this? 
**Southern encroachments!’? Our friends from 
the North, whenever they attempt to justify any 
attack upon the South, say, Oh! it is the southern 
encroachments. Now, I ask them here, in all sin- 
cerity, to tell me wherein the southern encroach- 
ments consist? I have misread the history of this 
country if they can point me to a single instance 
where the South has attempted to trample upon 
the rights of the North, or to interfere with their 
domestic institutions in any way. When the peo- 
ple of the northern States thought proper to abolish 
slavery, did their brothers of the South interfere? 
Did they attempt in any way to say, We entered 
into this Union all as slave States, and you cannot 
do away with slavery? No. When the North 
agreed to abolish slavery and send their slaves to 
the South, did the South shut their doors and say, 
You shall not come here? When the North at- 
tempted to stop the foreign slave trade, did the 
South say, No? Did the South say, You are 
characterizing this trade as piracy, and making us 
odious, and bringing upon us discredit in the face 
of the world, and we cannot join with you? I 
never heard of it. I have always understood that 
the South went with the North to prohibit the 
foreign slave trade, with all its odious character- 
istics. I have yet to learn that anything has been 
done in the North on the subject of the abolition 
of slavery anywhere, abroad or at home, that the 
South has ever attempted to interfere or encroach 
upon our rights. 

But we are told—and that is the strong argu- 
ment of our northern friends—that the institution 
of slavery produces a political inequality against 
the North. Why, that is very strange. In any 
light in which I can view it, | think the political 
inequality is against the South. What is political 
inequality? It is placing representation upon 
numbers that do not participate in the Govern- 
ment. Now, look to Rhode Island. I see the 
sunny face of my friend from Rhode Island [Mr. 
Cranston] before me: every man knows, that 
until the adoption of the new constitution there, 
every poor man was not counted as a citizen; that 
the poor man was not entitled to vote. 

Mr. CRANSTON. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. BROWN. I know the fact. I say, until 
the adoption of the new constitution, no poor man 

, could vote in that State. Why, we know, that at 
the time of the formation of the Constitution of 
the Union, a large number of the States required a 
property qualification for voters, and all those who 
had no property, and all free negroes, were counted 
in their full numbers, to give Representatives here, 
while the slaves of the South were only counted 
three for every five. I may be wrong; but it 
strikes me the political inequality is against the 
South, and in coer of the North. Abolish sla- 
very to-morrow, and every negro of the half mil- 
lion in Virginia, and the three millions in the south- 
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ern States, would be entitled to be counted one 
in making up the basis of representation in this 
House, and this political inequality under which 
the South now labors, would be done away. 

I intend now to postpone the consideration of the 
whole question of slavery i the territories, for I 
trust to the indulgence of the chairman and of the 
committee to have another opportunity to express 
my views on this branch of the subject; and | refer 
to it now only to show where the encroachments 
have been. When we formed our Union, or about 
thal time, we owned the Northwest ‘Territory, all 
ef which belonged to Virginia. Her right to it 
may have been doubted, but we conceded it when 
we took the gift from her. What did she do? 
With all her slaves, she said, Take it. You may 
prohibit slavery there. Instead of encroaching 
wpon us, Virginia, a southern State, made us the 
donation of this magnificent domain to the free 
laborers of the North) ‘This is one instance. 

Next, we acquired Louisiana. Genuemen now 
say, We only ask that there shall be no slavery in 
New Mexico and California, because those ‘Terri- 
tories are now free, and it would be encroachments 
on the rights of the northern man to let the slave- 
holder go there; but if it was slave territory it 
would be another thing; we would not ask you to 
abolish slavery there. But when we got Louisi- 
ana, and when Missouri presented herself here for 
admission into the Union, how was the question? 
My friend from Indiana eulogized the men who 
fixed the line of 36° 30’ as patriots deserving the 
lasting honor of the country; but, then, my friend 
did not vote the other day for 36° 30’; he did not 
follow in the footsteps of those men whom he eulo- 
gized—he voted against it. What then? The 
South did not encroach upon our rights in taking 
in Missouri and Arkansas; but we encroached 
upon their rights; we took from them; it was slave 
territory, and we made one-half of it free. 

Then came ‘Texas; and I was for Texas. I made 
the first speech for Texas in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania; I did all I could to waken up enthusiasm— 
for I love the lone star, and I take oceasion to say 
that there is not in the records of history, our own 
included, anything that exhibits the idea of so no- 
ble, so patriotic, so great a revolution, and so com- 
plete. ‘They were true American scions, and they 
deserved to belong to the American family. But 
what then? ‘Texas was all slave territory; but did 
we say as we say now of California and New 
Mexico? We do not ask to change her institu- 
tions; all we want is to have them continue as they 
now are. Did we not take from the South one 
half of ‘Texas? Did the South encroach upon us, 
then? Why, tt looks very much to me as if we 
had been encroaching upon the South, and not the 
South upon us. [ appeal to the House and the 
country if this isnot true. And now, after having 
received as a gift from a slave State the magaitti- 


cent domain of the Northwest, and taken one-half 
of Louisiana and ‘Texas, we propose to take all of 


California and New Mexico. 

I am not speaking from the White House, nor 
for any particular district, but to you, the Repre- 
sentatives of the American people, and through 
you to the American people themselves. I hope 
that the speech of my friend from Indiana will be 
bound up with mine, and that they will go out hand 
in hand together. [Laughter.} But | trust that 
his votes will not be appended. [Renewed laugh- 
ter. | 

What do we of the North want?) Do we want 
emancipation? Are we aiming at the emancipation 
of the negro race? My colleague from the Beaver 
district | Mr. Dickey} will say yes; the gentleman 
from the mileage district of New York [Mr. Gree- 
Ley} will say yes; the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. 
Gippings}] and the other gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Roor] will say yes. 

Mr. ROOT, (in his seat.) What is it? 

Mr. BROWN. That you are aiming at univer- 
sal emancipation. 

Mr. ROOT. Do yougive way for explanation? 

Mr. BROWN. No, | cannot, for my time is 
brief. 

What next? The vote given the other day by 
my friend from the northern district [Mr. Wi.- 
mor} indicates that he desires the negro to be placed 
on a footing of political and social equality 

os WILMOT. My vote indicates no such 
thing. 


Mr. BROWN. 





I am sorry it is on the record. 


Now, whet do gentemen from the North want? | 
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Let us have some definite object. Is it the emanci- 
pation of the negro race tn all the States? } wish 
| had time to show to this House what would be 
the effects of such emancipatjon. I hope gentle- 
men have pondered upon this thing, and looked 
at it in all its aspects. ‘Lo me such emancipation is 
fearful, now or any time which [ can see in the 
future; for Lean see but a short way. It is fearful 
tothe white race, and still more fearful to the black 
race. What do we see? Ali the men of the negro 
race that distinguish themselves at the present day, 
of whom | know or have heard, were born and 
raised in slavery. W5il any gentlemen make the 
compatison? Look over the whole Afriean race, 


and show me two-and-a-half or three millions of 


free negroes in the United States, the West Indies, 
or in Africa, and then compare them with the two- 
and-a-half or three millions of slaves in the United 
States, and say if the former are equal in physical, 
mental, or moral cultivation to the latter. Slavery 
may be. an evil—an evil to produce good—for it 
has pleased God tn his wisdom frequently to place 
nations us well as individuals m servitude and bond- 
age that they may ultimately be redeemed with a 
better salvation. — 

Ido not know what may be the ultimate des- 
tiny of the negro race; but IT know that now, 
wherever free negroes establish themselves in 
bodies they become deteriorated, instead of being 
Some « ighteen or twenty years ago, we 
established public schools for the negroes in Phila- 
delphia, with which you, Mr. Chairman, are well 
acquainted, and the free negro population is no 
better now than tt wasthen. Where have the free 
negroes who have been educated even with the 
son of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr 
and gone out into the world, exhibited 


elevated. 


PALFREY, |} 
talents? 

Liberia, and Frederick Douglas, the sun of the 
Aboltionists, were they not born and raised as 


, slaves? Who is that eloquent divine, who is now 


thrilling the hearts of negroes in Liberia, and who 
spoke to one of the most enlightened audiences in 
Alabama ?—Ellis, who was born and raised a slave, 
and who was a siave when he was received into 
the ministry, and when he was a proficient in the 
Greek, Helbre 
it be an evil, is not so great an evil to the negro 
race, so faras we can judge from results, as to the 
white race, and to the country in which it exists; 
and if any one deserves our sympathy, it is the 


vhites;s Why cannot we leave it to the people of 


One hali-—— 


tne Siates? 

Hiere the hatamer fell. 

Mr. BROWN. I beg to say, that I propose, 
on the first opportunity that may present itself, to 
finish my speech, 

The CLLAIRMAN gave the floor (from among 
Mmwiy competitors) to 


~s 


NG, who said that he had not risen 


Mr. STR‘ 
the remarks of the gentleman [Mr. Brown] who 
had Just taken his seat. He (Mr. S.) proposed lo 
avail himself of some other occasion more suitable 
than the present to be heard on that subject. He 
entertained some views upon it which had infla- 
enced his conduct, and which he desired to present 
to the Hiouse before he was called upon to take any 
definite step that might be productive of practical 
results. His intention was to speak to the bill 
before the committee, or at least in reference to the 
policy of one of the appropriations which was con- 
iained in it. Ee referred to that provision which 
made appropriations for the transportation of the 
United States mail between New York and Liver- 
pool, between New York and New Orleans, Ha- 
vana, and Chagres, and between Panama and some 


for the purpose of adverting at all to the subject of 


pomtin the ‘Territory of Oregon, to the amount of 


$874,600. 


‘This subject had been pressed upon the attention | 


of the House at the last session of Congress, in an 
elaborate report by the chairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. And when the report was pre- 
sented, accompanied by a bill or joint resoluuon, 


they were made the special order; and the chair- || 


man of the committee, in an elaborate speech, pre- 
sented his views on the subject of ocean mail steam 
packet communication, 

At that time he (Mr. 8.) strove for an opportu- 
nity to reply to some of the views expressed by 
that gentleman; but he strove in_ vain. Subse- 


quently, on one 6f the general appropriation bills, | 


in which there was a clause ratifying the contract 


Roberts, who Is now the Governor of 


w, and’ Latin lanevuages. Slavery, if 


5 Jan. 30, 


for the transportation of the mails from €h 
to Havana, he endeavored to obtain the foo. f 
the purpose of expressing his views in relas;,, Z 


lation ¢ 
these contracts, but he was again unsuecessr. 


Having at length smeceeded in obtaining that or, 
portunity, he desired at some lenzth to exam).. 
into the whole policy, and to see whether j; " : 
worthy of the favor it had received at the hands pe 
this Congress, and of those Congresses which had 
preceded it. 

‘This ocean mail steam packet communication Wag 
a novelthing. It was new to the world. If be was 
not mistaken, it was less than three years since j: 
found a place in our legislation; yet, with aj) jj. 
novelty, it had proved so fascinating thatthe saeee 
able and ardent advocates had been found here, ang 
had succeeded in leading this and the other House 
to measures which, in his opinion, would, jf per- 
sisted in, produce the Jargest results of evil, ¢ 
cress had entered upon a course of legislation ang 
embarked in a system of expenditures which, f 


Br leaton 


on- 


if 
not arrested, threatened to beggar our treasyry 
and to sacrifice many interests Which were near ane 


dear to our people. 

Whilst Congress had been paying but fittle re 
gard to the consequences which this System was 
calewlated to produce, it had already abstracted 
from our treasury a sum of money of which neither 
the House nor the country were aware. The pol. 
icy had been adopted without discussion, had been 
pursued without investigation; and, although yer 
only in its infaney, it had begun where other 
enterprises usually ended. 

It was only two years and a half since the first 
definite step in the system was taken. He be- 
lieved that in June, 1846, the first contract was 
made by the Post Office Department for a line be- 
tween New York and Bremen, at an annua! cost 
of four hundred thousand dollars. In March, 1847, 
three other lines were authorized: one from New 
York to Liverpool; one from New York to New 
Orleans, by way of Havana, with a branch to 
Chagres; and one from Panama to Oregon. And 
still another line had been authorized from Charles- 
ton, by way of Savannah, to Havana. 

Five contracts had been entered inte within two 
years and a haif; and the Government had assumed 
to pay to the owners of these lines the extraor- 
dinary sam of one million three hundred and 
twenty-nine thousand six hundred dollars. For 
the support and maintenance of these lines, Con- 
gress had assumed to pay more than thirteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars annually for a period of ten 


Nor was this all. This was but the crowth of 
two and a balf years. So easy had it been to 
obtain the aid of the Government, that other lines 
had been proposed, and still other lines had been 
recommended by the Committee on Naval Afiairs 
at the last session. They recommended a line 
from New York to Havre, and another from New 
York to the mouth of the Elbe, a place distant 
only about two hundred miles from Bremen, the 
terminus of the first line established. These lines 
would add to the expenditure a sum of not Jess than 
eight hundred thousand dollars annually. 

Nor was this all. The same committee had 
proposed a line from a port in California to Shang- 
had or Canton, which could not be maintained at 
a much less cost than a million of dollars annually. 
They also proposed a line from the mouth of the 
Elbe to St. Petersburg. And the chairman of the 
committee, in his able and interesting, but, as it 
seemed to him,(Mr.8., fallacious speech, intimated 
that no doubt other lines might be proposed which 
had not yet been suggested. 

This, the chairman said, was the American 
system of steam mail packet communication. It 
was true, it was a splendid scheme; but he (Mr. 
S.) feared that it would be found to contain more 
blanks than prizes. Hecould not escape the con- 
viction that it was time for Congress to pause 
and consider whether this policy was to be further 
pursued. The steps which had already been taken 
could not be retraced. The Government could not 
escape from its contract. The money must be 
paid; but it might refuse to assume new responsi- 
bilities. At all events, the subject = to him 
| to be sufficiently large to attract the attention of 
| Congress and of the country. And he desired to 
| have the attention of the committee, whilst he 
| presented some of those views which operated on 
his mind, and which led him to oppose any further 
|| extension of the policy. 
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The advocates of the system had supported it 
mainly on three grounds. And he must be per- 
mitted to say, that the reasons they had assigned 
why it should be sustained had not always been 
the same, nor in fact, consistent at all times with 
each other. A 

The adoption of the system had been urged as a 
means of enlarging the conveniences of the mails; 
and, accordingly, the first contract was made with 
the Post Office Department, and was placed before 
the community as a means of enlarging these con- 
seniences. In this form it was presented to the 
anprovation of the country. He thought it could 
a be dificult to show, that Instead of enlarging 
the conveniences of the mail, it was, and must 
continue to be the most formidable existing ob- 
sacle in the way of that uniform system of postage 
which the country demanded. 

The harmonious voice of the people came up 
from every section of the country, and asked the 
utmost reduction of postage which was consistent 
with the established principle that the revenues of 
the department were to be equivalent to its expend- 
tures. From the earliest history of our Govern- 
ment to the present day, there had been no depart- 
ure, excépt ina single instance, from the principle, 
that the mail conveniences were to be extended 
yy the Post Office Department as widely as pos- 
sible, provided they were defrayed out of its rev- 
enues. This exception occurred during the late 


war with Great Britain, when for a short period , 


an additional postage of 50 per cent. was laid upon 
letters, With a view to raising revenue for the sup- 


port of the Government. ‘That was soon aban- | 


doned, and the principle had become settled that 
the expenditures of the department were to be pro- 
portioned to its revenue. He knew of very few 


t 


persons who would be willing to depart from that 
principle now. : 

Now, he asked how it happened that during the 
past year the Post Office Department had not paid 
all its expenditures, and laid up in our treasury a 
large sun of money? One reason was, because 
so large a sum of money had been appropriated 
to support these lines of ocean mail steamers. Had 
it not been for these contracts there would have 
becn a large surplus of the revenues of the depart- 
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had already by these contracts engaged to pay 
more than one dollar for every letter which came 
to our shores from foreign lands. 

There were no other data from which the reve- 
nues actually received in consequence of the estab- 
lishment of these lines of foreign mail steamers 
could be computed. They seemed to be too small 
to be separately noticed. The Postmaster General 
stated that the amount received on the Bremen line 
was $29,082 83. 

Now, this one dollar for every foreign letter, 
this $1,300,000 annually, was paid by this Govern- 


; ment at the expense of the intelligence, the busi- 
| ness, and the social affections of the country. Our 
| mechanics, our farmers, our tradesmen, were all 


ment, and no misgivings could be felt as to the | 


feasibility and the propriety of a reduction of 
postage to a uniform rate of five cents, or perhaps 
three cents. 

The entire expenses of the transportation of the 
mail upon all the roads in the country, during the 
year ending 30th June, 1847, was $2,495,000. It 
was hearly the same last year; Lut he took the 
previous year, because the statistics were more 
full. The number of letters transported during 
that year, according to the report of the Postmas- 
ter General, was fifty-two millions; the number of 
papers was fifty-five millions. The sum which 
had been contracted to be paid annually for the 
transportation of the mail by these ocean steam 
wail lines, was $1,329,600—more than half the 
amount which was paid for the transportation of 
ell our mails over all the post roads of the country. 

Now, it required but the statement of these 


taxed to support these foreign mail lines, and thus 
were prevented fram that unfettered intercourse, 
that free interchange of feelings and affections 
which, but for these lines, they would be permitted 
to enjoy. 

In regard to one of these lines established in 
March, 1847, viz: the line between New York and 
New Orleans, the Postmaster General told us that 
it was utterly useless for the transportation of the 
mails; yet for this line we pay $290,000 annually. 

If the object were really to extend and enlarge 
the mail conveniences of the country, it seemed to 
him that it could very easily be done by employ- 
ing, as far as necessary, every ship that left our 
ports to carry letters for foreign countries, giving 
them, say one-half of the postage. In this way 
the foreign mail transportation, instead of being 
an enormous tax, might be a source of revenue to 
the Government, and in this way the mail conve- 
niences would be enlarged. He regarded, there- 
fore, the argument that these conveniences were 
enlarged by the establishment of these lines of 
ocean mail steamers, as having no foundation in 
reason or in fact. 

But equally unsatisfactory was the argument 
which the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs [Mr. Kina, of Georgia] had urged at the 
last session of Congress, when he had advocated 
the establishment of these lines of mail steamers 
as the means of enlarging the navy. He had then 
recommended this as the least expensive and the 
least offensive mode of increasing our naval estab- 
lishment. It might well be doubted whether the 
circumstances and necessities of the country re- 
quired any large increase of our naval establish- 
ment. but without entering into the consideration 
of that question, he confessed himself unable to 
comprehend the advantages which this system 
presented to us in that respect; and yet it was the 
argument upon which the gentleman from Georgia 
most relied, and which he urged with the greatest 
ability. The gentleman referred to Great Britain 


_and France as having derived great benefits from 
| this system of establishing lines of mail steamers 


facts to show the utter baselessness of the argu- | 


ment that the conveniences of the mail were en- 
larged by the establishment of these lines of ocean 
mal steamers. He was aware that but a part of 
this $1,329,000 was charged to the Post Office De- 
partment, but it was all properly a subject of ex- 
amination when they were inquiring how far the 
conveniences of the mail were enlarged by the es- 
tablishment of these lines, 

What, then, was the return received from this 
expenditure of $1,329,000 annually? From the 
report of the Postmaster General, it appeared that 
during the same year (ending 30th June, 1847) the 
number of foreign letters coming into the United 
States by the mail was 850,950. It must be recol- 


lected, too, that these letters came by the English | 


as well as the American steamers, by the packet- 
Ships, by the ships from every foreign port. The 
enure number of all these letters coming through 
the mails of the United States was 850,980—less 


than one-sixtieth of the domestic letters; and yet | 


we paid more than one-half as much for the trans- 


as a mode of increasing their navies, but he had 
seemed to overlook the difference of our position 
and that of those two countries. England and 


France were two great maritime Vowers in near | 


neighborhood with each qther and with other mar- 
itime nations. ‘To them, asa means of attack or 
of defence, doubtless a large naval establishment 
was necessary; and the fact that one of these na- 
tions was engaged in building up a steam marine, 


| imposed a similar necessity upon the other. But 
| how different was the situation of the United States. 


To us, for purposes of attack or even of defence, a 
steam marine was of little consequence. Far re- 


‘| moved from other nations, having no colonies ac- 


cessible by steam navigation, all the steamships in 
the world would be comparatively worthless. The 


| distance, also, between this country and other large 


portation of this one-sixtieth as we did for the trans- | 


portation of all our domestic mails. If there were 


added to this 850,900 letters all the ship and steam- | 


boat letters, it would make an aggregate of less 
than 1,300,000. It appeared then, from this state- 
ment, that the Government of the United States 


maritime Powers, employing steam-ships, would 
prevent their being used effectually against us; and 
the same reasons which would prevent their being 
used with success against us, would also render 


|| them inefficient for the purposes of offensive op- 
erations in European seas. So, also, for the pur- | 
poses of the protection of trade, they must be of | 


extremely little value. It was only for defensive 
operations that they could be used at all succéss- 
fully; and for that purpose he admitted that they 
might be valuable, if it were not that those now 
being constructed were too large to be used efficient- 
ly on our own coast. Some of the ocean steamers 


| recently built in New York measured two thousand 


i 
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eight hundred tons burden; and there was scarcely 
a harbor on ail the coast of the Atlantic into which 


| a vessel of such a capacity could enter. They were 


of course built for the purposes of trade and com- 
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merce upon the larger waters; and were only adapt- 
ed to such carrying, while the more important trade 
of the coast seemed to be left out of view, 
He protested against the system as a most ex- 
pensive plan for the increase of the navy. We had 
contracts by which it was stipulated that the Gov- 
ernment should pay out for this purpose the sum 
of $1,329,600 annually—a sum almost sufficient to 
build three steamships. This contract was to con- 
unue ten years. At the end of that time what were 
wetogain? Were we to have thirty war steamers, 
fitted forall the uses to which the Government might 
require them to be applied in a state of war? So 
far from this, we were only to have the chance of 
purchasing them at their value, upon the condition 
that we shall still adhere to the system. 
te affirmed, that if these contracts were to go 
on, to be carried into a permanent system, the 
Government would have to appropriate a sam not 
less than twenty-two millions of dollars for the 
complete establishment of these lines. Stull, we 
were asked to prosecute the system: and he asked 
in return, for what purpose it should be continued ? 
W hat was to be gained by this annuity, or by the 
total amount of one million three hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars? We were to get for it 
not even the shadow of moonshine—not one war- 
ship. We were only to get the privilege of taking 
fifteen ocean steamers off the hands of the con- 
tractors by paying for them their full value—a 
right which the Government now held in virtue of 
its own sovereignty, without contract. Yet, the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs still 
urges the importance of additional appropriations 
for similar objects. ‘The system proposed an enor- 
mous sacrifice for the procurement of a privilege 
which the Government enjoyed already. 
He was persuaded that if this system had been 
fairty presented and fully discussed, it would never 
have met with favor. [twas rarely the case thatgood 
came out of any public measure adopted with so 
little discussion as this system received when it 
was fixed upon us. We had been content merely 
to imitate Great Britain and France in this respect, 
forgetting that the same thing which might be 
wisdom in them might be folly in us. 
But it had been urged, that by enlarging thia 
system of ocean steam navigation, we furnished 
additional protection and encouragement to the 
commerce of the country. He yielded to no maa 
in his attachment to the great interests of com- 
merce. He would go as far as any man to en- 
courage the interests of commerce; that was to say, 
as far as encouragement could be extended consiat- 
enUy with the other great interests of the country, 
The interests of commerce were not the only in- 
terests to be regarded in legislation. He admitted, 
of course, the possibility of aiding one class of in- 
terests by the legislauon of the country, without 
prejudicing others; but he dri not see how this 
object could be carried out without positive injury; 
and it certainly presented no hope of any corre- 
sponding benefit. There were gentlemen who-had 
voted for this system, and who were, at the same 
time, opposed to the doctiine of the protection of 
domestic labor and capital; but this was protection 
in its most odious form. ‘The friends of protective 
duties had never said less in support of their sys 
tem, than that it was for the benefit of all classes 
of the community, and they proceeded generally 
upon that plea. But here was a system fixed upon 
the country which selected no class of intereste 
upon which to confer the slightest advantage; no 
great branch of national industry was the object of 
its encouragement; but upon one mercantile firm— 
one merchant—was bestowed all its encourage- 
ments and advantages. Such a course of legislation 
should never be persisted in with his approbation 
and support. He could not consent to see our 
commercial interests thus taken into the charge of 
the Government. He repeated, that he was by no 
means unfriendly to the commerce of the country, 
but rejoiced in its growth. If there was any branch 
|| of all our great national interests which less than 
/ ethers needed the aid of Government, it was our 
commerce with foreign nations. No fostering hand 

of Government had led our youth up to the second 
| place in the commerce of the world. It was the 
energy of our merchants that had supported our 
| foreign commerce and made it what it was. Our 

merchants were the owners of every line of packet 
| ships passing out from our shores. Relying upon 
|| their own efforts, they had succeeded in monopo- 

| lizing nearly all the carrying trade of the country. 
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They never came here for protection; they had not 


asked for Government aid beyond what they found 
most readily in their own right arm. 

He was aware that this ocean steam navigation 
was a new idea, and he had no doubt that it was 
designed to extend the carrying trade with foreign 
nations. But he was satisfied that the enterprise 


which had originated and sustained this trade so | 


far, would not fail us for the future. But it was 
an utter mistake to suppose, that by enlarging and 
extending these lines we were contributing any 
nid to the commerce of the country. So far from 
this, he confidently believed that it would inflict an 
immense injury upon our commerce. Who did 
not know that competition was the life of progress 
in every department of business? These lines 
would establish a perfect monopoly in the carry- 
ing trade, against which it would be vain to come 
into competition. If Government granted to a 
New York merchant the sum of four hundred 
thousand dollars, to enable him to run a line of 
steamers between New York and Liverpool, he 
wonld ask, how could any other merchant think 
of establishing a similar line between the same 
ports without such Government patronage? He 
could not do it, because he could not stand upon 
the same platform with his competitor. He could 
only live, in such an enterprise, by the sufferance 
of the governmental line. The same might be 
said with reference to the lines between New York 
and Bremen, and between New York and Havre, 
should the latter ever be established. 

As a consequence growing out of this policy, he 
mentioned the fact, that now, at every session of 
Congress, as had been the case during the last 
session and the present, there would flock into the 
lobbies numerous applicants for the aid of Govern- 
ment in the establishment of lines of ocean steam- 
ers. Encouraged by our former liberality, such ap- 
plications would come from every important com- 
mercial port in the country, modestly asking us to 
grant them a similar annuity; and it was reason- 
able that they should do so, because the Govern- 
ment had set aside all competition in the case, by 
conferring superior advantages upon individual 
enterprises. He did verily believe that this sys- 
tem would, in the end, do more to retard the prog- 
ress of ocean steam navigation in this country than 
all other causes combined, because it palsied the 
hand of competition, by extending the aid of the 
Government to a favored few, and saying to all 
others, Stand off. 

Gentlemen seemed to have assumed high protect- 
ive ground in support of this policy. If, then, it 
were their object to foster commerce, he would 
ask why it was that the merchants and people of 
New York were favored, whilst those of Boston 
and Philadelphia were passed by? Why were 
Charleston and Savannah aided by the Govern- 
ment, whilst Baltimore and Norfolk were neglected ? 
Did the Government mean to say that no foreign 
trade should be carried on, except from the ports 
of New York, Charleston, Savannah, and New 
Orleans? Was an embargo to be laid upon all the 
other ports of the United States? Why should 
this discrimination be made to operate against 
Roston, and Baltimore, and Philadelphia, and 
Mobile? If Congress adopted these lines, no for- 
eign carrying trade could be maintained at any of 
these places; and thus it was that the Government 
was about to lay a most effectual embargo on more 
than half the ports of the country, so that no 
farmer would be able to export his produce from 
any other than these favored ports. He trusted 
that the Government would not pursue such a 
course of favoritism and discrimination between 
ports and individuals. Let the same course be 
pursued by the Government, in reference to this 
matter, which he had recommended with regard 
to the transportation of the mails, which was to 
give an equal chance to all, and he was willing to 
abide the result. 3 

Thus far, he had examined the arguments pre- 
sented by gentlemen advocating the establishment 
of these lines; and he considered that every one of 
them contained the materials for their own refuta- 
tion. But there were arguments against the estab- 
lishment of these lines which had weight with him, 
und which he desired now briefly to present. 

He doubted the constitutionality of all these ap- 
propriations. He did not doubt the power of 
Congress to regulate commerce, to provide for the 
transportation of the mails, nor to provide for the 
increase of the navy. But, to establish a line of 


_tinet from anything embraced by these powers of 
Congress. No man had ever pretended that the 
establishment of these lines pertained to the power 
of Congress to regulate commerce. Every gentle- 
man who had appeared in support of the system 
had derived his arguments in support of the ap- 
propriation from the powers of Congress to increase 
the navy, and to provide for the transportation of 
the mails. But they all regarded the increase of 
the navy, and the transportation of the mails, as 
but the incidental, not the primary, object of the 
establishment of these lines. Now, it was plain 
that the constitutional power over the incident 
could not include the principal. The power to pro- 
vide for the transportation of the mails could have 
no respect to the thing in which the mails were car- 
ried, the transportation being merely the incident. 
For illustration, (he said,) we were empowered 
by the Constitution to provide munitions of war. 
He would ask whether, under this constitutional 
power, Congress was authorized to make to any 
private individual a grant of the means necessary 
for the establishment of a foundry for the manu- 
facture of cannon for the Government? Here Con- 
gress had power over the incident—the procure- 
ment of the cannon; but they could not therefore 
make a grant of money to a private citizen to ena- 
ble him to establish a foundry for this purpose. 
This case, however, was entirely different from the 
question of the power of Congress to establish a 
foundry of its own. Again: the Government made 
use of a large amount of cotton cloth, but no man 
supposed that on this account Congress was au- 
thorized to grant money to any citizen to enable 
him to erect a cotton factory from which the Gov- 
ernment might be supplied. Neither could any 
man pretend that the use of leather for the mail- 
bags authorized the appropriation of money to set 
up a private citizen with a tannery to supply the 
Government with leather; yet he apprehended that 
it would be exceedingly difficult to show wherein 
these cases differed from that under consideration. 
Congress had power over the incident in the pres- 
ent case, but not over the principal—the control of 
the transportation of the mails, but not the power 
to grant money to enable a private citizen to build 
a ship. 

He apprehended, that if this doctrine were ad- 
mitted, there would be no limit to the interference 
of the Government with every branch of trade. If 
this principle was to obtain, no one could dispute 
the power of Congress to make appropriations of 
money to any individual engaged in any branch 
of trade. It was certainly the safest policy to keep 
within the line of acknowledged constitutional au- 
thority, and for this reason he was unwilling to 
support a proposition for the appropriation of 
money to provide for objects never contemplated 
by the framers of the Constitution. 

Sut he objected, further, both to the establish- 
ment and the further prosecution of these lines, 
because, by the proposed system, the Government 
was to become a partner.in the individual, private 
enterprises of the country. In all these unnatural 
alliances both parties would be sufferers. Expe- 
rience had fully shown that the affairs of Govern- 
ment thrive best when they are kept distinct from 
other interests. The good policy of separating her 
interests from all banking institutions, was an im- 
portant lesson which this Government had learned. 
If the Government succeeded in any enterprise of 
the sort, it would be at the expense of those who 
might enter into competition with the Government, 
and which would inevitably engender feelings of 
estrangement and bitterness on the part of the citi- 
zens. 

To his mind, it seemed that there was a constant 
tendency on the part of the Government to inter- 
fere with the operations of the citizen; whereas, 
true wisdom seemed only to require of the Gov- 
ernment to defend the citizen from foreign inter- 
ference. The crowning excellence of Government 
was, that with unseen hand it should scatter its 
common blessings over all, and suffer the arm of 
its power to be felt only to protect, not to destroy. 
The other course might give to a Government more 
prominence; it might make a Government more 
splendid; but the history of the world taught that 
the splendor of Governments were always built up 
at the expense of the masses. He objected, there- 
fore, to every attempt to bring the Government into 

| partnership with citizens in the private enterprises 

| of the country. 
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He had yet other reasons to urge against hii 


. € should not 
have time to enlarge upon them. He objected to 


these lines because they would givean undue pro 
inence to our foreign trade. He considered _ 
we were bound to give an even chance to aan 
branch of trade. While we were establishino aa 
ocean lines, he desired.to know what was doine “4 
the great interests connected with the inte, 
trade of the country? It was refused to appropri. 
ate a single dollar to remove the snags from _ 
Mississippi, to improve the harbors on the lakes 
or remove the rocks which obstruct their nayioa. 
tion. The fact was, that the domestic trade of the 
country was far heavier and more extended than 
the foreign trade; in it the people generally were 
far more deeply interested; and upon it the weal:) 
and welfare of the country were far more depend 
ant. Yet this system of ocean steam navigation 
had so far been prosecuted at the expense of the 
vast internal trade, and to its entire neglect. We 
had been giving prominence to a single port and q 
few individuals of the country, to the utter neglec 
of the great internal interests. ar 

He objected, also, to the proposition for these 
lines, because it involved an effort to conceal the 
real design of legislation. If the object were to 
facilitate commerce, or to increase the navy, why 
not avow the principle openly, and let us have a 
bill with a corresponding title, and let it go forth 
fo the country. Thus the people would be jin. 
formed of the objects of legislation, and say to 
us whether they were willing to pay these large 
annuities for the increase of the naval establish- 
ment, or for the benefit of the foreign carrying 
trade. Let us call things by their right names, 
and not, under the modest style of ocean mail 
steamers, prosecute another object of legislation. 

But he oan that he would be unable to complete 
his argument. He had summarily referred to 
some of the conclusions by which his course was 
directed upon this question, which he had laid 
before the committee in a hurried and ill-digested 
manner, with the purpose of writing out and pub- 
lishing more at large hereafter. He hoped thus to 
succeed in calling the attention of the committee to 
this subject; for he did think that it had not yet 
received the discussion which it demanded. He 
hoped that other gentlemen, better acquainted 
with its details, would so unveil the subject before 
the committee and the House, that hereafter we 
might vote understandingly whenever we might 
be called upon to act upon the question of the 
establishment of these lines. 


Here the Chairman’s hammer fell. 


Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise, 
in order that he might in the House introduce a 
resolution to close debate on this bill. There were 
a number of amendments which would be offered, 
and which, under the five minutes’ rule, could be 
explained. He was anxious, if possible, to get 
rid of this and the other appropriation bills. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, the committee rose and reported 
progress. 


TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union, on House bill No. 699, making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1850, shall cease in ten minutes after the House 
shall again resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the said bill, and the committee 
shall then proceed to vote on such amendments as may be 
offered. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. VINTON demanded the previous question 
upon its adoption. 


Mr. MILLER moved that the House adjourn. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring on seconding the demand 
for the previous question— 

Some conversation took place between Mr. 
BROWN of Mississippi, and the SPEAKER, 
concerning the right to the floor. ; 

After which, the demand for the previous ques- 
tion was seconded; and the main question (being 
on the adoption of the resolution) was ordered to 
be now taken. 

The yeas and nays on the main question were 
asked and ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House ad- 
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The question wa 
erative—ayes 57, noes 80. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 

‘And the question recurred and was taken on the 
adoption of the resolution, and was decided in the 
afirmative—y eas 94, nays 68. 

go the resolution was adopted. — 

Mr. VINTON moved a reconsideration of the 
yote, and moved that that motion be laid on the 


Dn 


table. ; : 

And the question having been taken and de- 
cided in the affirmative, the motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution had been adopted 


was laid on the table 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. HENLEY, by general consent, gave notice 
that he would hereafter ask leave to introduce a 
jill entitled ‘* A bill to provide for an expression 
of the opinions of the free white male inhabitants 
of the District of Columbia who are entitled to vote 
at elections in said District in regard to the aboli- 
tion of slavery and the slave trade in the District.” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired of the | 
Chair if it was in order to move a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the motion to reconsider the 
yote on the adoption of the resolution terminating 
debate on the naval appropriation bill, had been 
laid on the table? 

The SPEAKER decided that such a motion 
would be in order, but was not debatable. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
House adjourn. . 

And the question having been taken and de- 
cided in the negative, the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Jounson, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion to reconsider the vote on the 
adoption of the resolution had been laid on the 
table. 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, asked leave to report a bill making 
appropriations for this department. 

Objections were made. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. STEPHENS, 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented, 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. STARKWEATHER: The petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the county of Schoharie, New York, asking for 
the reduction of postage, and also that the franking privilege 
be abolished. 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of M. Antoinette Friselle, 
and 54 others, ladies of Onondaga Hollow, New York, pray- 
ing Congress to prevent the extension of slavery, to with- 
draw all countenance to the slave trade, and abolish slavery 
wherever Congress has competent jurisdiction. Also, the 
petition of Elizabeth Lafford and 44 others, praying for the 
same object. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The claim of Richard H. Barrett. 

By Mr. HUNT: The petition of thirty citizens of Niagara 
county, New York, asking that members of Congress shall 
not be allowed to receive compensation except for actual 
attendence. 

By Mr. DARLING: A communication from the Commis 
sioner of the General Land Office, in relation to the land 
entries made upon the Fox and Wisconsin river reservation, 
in the State of Wisconsin, subsequent to the passage of the 
act of the 8th of September, 1846, entitled “ An act to grant 
a certain quantity of land to aid in the improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the same by canal, 
inthe Territory of Wisconsin.” 

by Mr. TURNER: The petition of Jason Judd and many 
others, citizens of [linois, praying for a grant of land to aid 
in the construction of a certain railroad within said State. 
Also, of Charles R. David, and other citizens of Illinois, 
upon the satne subject. Also, the petition of William F. 
Goodhue and others, citizens of Stevenson county, Illinois, 
praying a reduction in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Bloomington, McLean county, Illinois, for a mail route from 
that place, via. Cheney’s Grove, Sugar Grove, North Fork, 
and Attica, to Lafayette, Indiana. 

By Mr. ECKERT: The petition of William Davis and 153 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, praying for an 
immediate change in the tarifflaws, to save the mining, man- 
ufactnring, and agricultural interests from utter prostration 
and ruin; another of like import, signed by Samuel Heilner 
and 138 other citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania ; 
another of like import, signed by Joseph Griffiths and 42 
other citizens of Schuylkill county; another of like import, 
signed by Joseph Denning and 49 other citizens of Schuyl- 
kill county; another of like import, signed by 50 citizens of 
said county; another of like import, signed by Mayor Hoff- 
man and 115 other citizens of Llewellyn, of said county ; 
another of like import, signed by 30 citizens of Berks coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania. Also, a petition signed by 72 citizens of 
Schuylkill county, praying for a reduction of letter postage, 
and that newspapers may be free of postage within a circuit 
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s then taken and decided in the | of thirty miles, or the limits of the county in which they are 


published. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Reedsville, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, stating that the 
mining and manufacturing interests of the State are suffer- 
ing great depression and threatened with entire prostration, 
in consequence of the low duties on articles of foreign 
manufacture; and respectfully ask the immediate modifica- 
tion of the present tariff, so as to afford our farmers a home 
market, and relieve our manufacturers from their present 
suffering condition, 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The proceedings 
of a public meeting at Point [sabel in Texas, with letters 
from the American consul, and the vice-consuls of England, 


| France, and Spain, at Matamoros, in favor of the establish- 


ment of a port of entry at Point Isabel. 


of Richard H. Barrett. 


men of America,” praying Congress to prevent the exten 


wherever Congress has competent jurisdiction. 


pavment of back pension. 

By Mr. GOGGIN: The petition of the administrator of 
Churchill Gibbs, deceased, of Virginia, for half pay. 

By Mr. FARAN: The memorial of James B. Moore & 
Co., praying the aid of the Government in the establishment 
of a regular line of mail steamers from California to China 
and the East Indies. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, January 31, 1849. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Illinois, instructing their Senators, 
&c., in relation to the enactment of a law to protect 
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dered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Illinois, instructing their Senators, &c., 
in relation to the enactment of a law for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Mississippi and 


of the harbors in the northern lakes; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a preamble and 
resolutions of the Legislature of Florida, in favor 
of the adoption of measures for confining the In- 
dian tribes in that State within prescribed limits 
&c.; which was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of Iowa, in favor of the estab- 
lishment of a land office at Fort Des Moines; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial from W. 


H. Topping, asking compensation for services as 
secretary to the commissioners appointed to inves- 
tigate the affairs of the New York custom-house in 
1841; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from Samuel 
S. Rind, asking compensation for services rendered 
in the office of the Third Auditor; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from W. C. 
Anderson, praying to be relieved from a judgment 
obtained against him by the Post Office Depart- 
ment, as a surety; which. was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


ing for a change in the tariff; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


the preémption rights of settlers on public lands | 
granted to that State for purposes of internal im- | 


Illinois rivers, and the improvement and protection | 


Mr. C. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying for a change of the tariff; 
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the rates of postage, and the abolition of the frank- 


ing privilege; which was laid on the table. 
Mr. DOUGLAS also presented a memorial from 


citizens of [linois, asking for a donation of public 


By Mr. HARALSON: The papers relating to the claim 


By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Silence G. Griffin, of || 
Nelson, New Hampshire, and 180 others, who sign as “Wo- | 


sion of slavery, to withdraw the protection of Government | 
from the American slave trade, and to suppress slavery | 
Also, the | 
petition of Levin Leach, of Dubuque county, Iowa, for the | 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 





lands for the construction of a railroad from the 
Upper and Lower Mississippi to Chicago; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a petition from John 
Mitchell, asking for an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committtee on Serene 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Mitilin county, in the State of Pennayl- 
vania, praying for a change in the tariff; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. 8. also submitted a document, showing the 
names of officers and soldiers of the Pennsylvania 
line of the revolutionary army entitled to donation 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a petition from Ann 
Eston, a widow of a volunteer in the Mexican 
war, asking for a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Joseph Spencer; and the report was 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. J. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of James H. Duffer; 


| and the report was ordered to be printed, 


Mr. J. also, from the same committee, made an 


| adverse report on the petition of Nathaniel Webb; 


: : (| and the report was ordered to be printed. 
provement; which were laid on the table, and or- || | I 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Committee on Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petiuon of John W. 
Skiles. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a joint resolution to 


| provide for topographical surveys and reports of 


routes from the valley of the Mississippi to the 
Pacific Ocean, accompanied by a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution was read a first time, and made 
the special order for Wednesday next. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the joint reso- 
lution for the relief of Samuel T. Anderson. 

BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. JONES asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road from the Fall of Saint Louis 
| river, on Lake Superior, to Point Douglas, on the 
Mississippi river; which was read a firstand second 
| time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following res- 

olution, which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to jein such 
| committee as may be appointed by the House of Represent- 
| atives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining the 





| 


Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from James 


B. Moore & Co., asking the aid of Government 
in the establishment of a regular line of mail 
steamers from California to China and the East 
Indies; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented a number of petitions, pray- 
ing the adoption of measures for preventing the 
use of intoxicating liquors, except for medical 


| votes for President and Vice President of the United States, 
and of notifying the persons elected of their election. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the committee 
was ordered to consist of three Senators, to be ap- 
pointed by the Presiding Officer, and the following 





| 
were announced as the names of the Select Com- 
Mr. C. also presented a petition of a number of 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, pray- || 


mittee: ’ ee 
Mr. Crayton, Mr. Davis of Mississippi, and 
| Mr. Davis of Massachusetts. 


Mr. METCALFE presented the following res- 

| olution, which was considered and agreed to: 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 

| to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
Joseph M. Farrow. 


GRANT OF RIGHT OF WAY. 

Mr. BREESE moved that the prior orders be 
postponed, for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
grant to the State of Illinois the right of way 
through the public lands, and for other purposes; 
which was agreed to. ; 

The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to the consideration of said bill, 


purposes, on board United States vessels; which || which was read. 


were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. D. also presented a number of petitions, 
praying for the abolition of corporal punishment 
in the army and navy; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. D. also presented a petition from 193 resi- 


Mr. BREESE submitted sundry amendments 
to the bill, which were agreed to. 

Mr. UPHAM expressed the hope that the 
amendments would be printed, that the Senate 
might see and understand the bill as amended. 

Mr. BREESE. 1! would prefer that the print- 


dent voters of Buffalo, praying for a reduction of ||-ing be dispensed with, and that the Senate proceed 
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to act upon the bill as amended. And I think that | ing the diversion of the fund. It was fully debated, 


a very brief statement in regard to the objects of 
the bill and the amendments will obviate the ne- 
cessity for printing, and I hope my friend from 
Vermont (Mr. Urnam] will not urge the printing, 
and thus delay the passage of this bill. “Phe bill 
does not propose to grant a foot of land to the 
State of [linois as a donation, although at the last 
session a liberal and absolute grant was made by 
the Senate of land which, in their judgment, was 
deemed sufficient, if not to complete the roads, at 
least to aid materially in their completion. That 
bill failed, however, In the Hlouse of Representa- 
tives by four votes. And lest we may not be able 
to obtain the passage of another bill granting to 
the State of Illinois a donation such as Ohio and 
Indiana have received, we have chosen to be con- 
tent with the mere preémption right to the lands 
remaining unsold on the line of the road, with the 
right of way. We are to pay the Government 
price for the se lands, which have been in the mar- 
ket, some of them, for thirty years. That is the 
privilege accorded by this bill, and nothing more. 
And I do not see how there can possibly be any 
objection to it. Lt is not granting a donation, but 
a mere preemption right to the land. We pro- 
pose to make your lands valuable by railroads, 
and then pay you your price for the lands. And 
this is the only privilege that we claim, and do 
not doubt Congress will unhesitatingly grant it to 
the State. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, begged to suggest a fur- 
ther amendment, so as to provide for terminating 
the road at Dubuque, on the Mississippi river. 

Mr. BREESE moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the word **jo”’ and inserting “by,” 
and inserting after the word “ Galena,’’ the words 
‘to the Mississippi river, opposite Dubuque;” 
which was agreed to 

No further amendments being submitted, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, when the several 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and was subsequently read a 
third time, by unantmous consent, and passed. 


IOWA EDUCATIONAL FUND. 


Mr. JONES asked and obtained leave to intro- 
dace a bill declaratory of the act for the admission 
of the State of Iowa into the Union; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, I ask 
the indulgence of the Senate to take up and pass 
at this time the bill which has just been introduced 
by my colleague. When the State of lowa was 
admitted into this Union, her constitution provided 
that the proceeds of the five per cent. fund accru- 
ing from the net procer ds of the sales of the public 
Jands within her limits, and the donation of 500,000 
acres of land given for the purpose of making 
roads and internal improvements, should be ap- 
plied to educational purposes. ‘That was the un- 
derstanding in both Houses of Congress at the 
time, and it was considered that the change would 
he both proper and praiseworthy; but the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury has decided that he 
cannot pay over the funds to our Superintendent 
of Public Instruction without the passage of such 
a billasthis. The chairman of the Committee on 
the Public Lands, [Mr. Breese,] and every Sen- 
ator present who was here when lowa was ad- 
mitted, will remember that Congress approved of 
the application of this fand to the support of com- 
mon schools throughout the State of Lowa, and 
the actron of our convention in thus diverting these 
funds and lands was greatly lauded. The Senator 
from Florida furthest from me [Mr. Wesrcorr] 
will well remember the truth of what I say. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. When the bill of 1846, re- 
specting the admission of lowa into the Union, 
was before Congress, it was referred to the Judici- 
ary Committee, and distinct action was taken as to 
the right and propriety of that State having, by 
a provision of her constitution, diverted the fund 
arising from the five hundred thousand acres of 
land given to her by the United States for internal 
improvenent purposes, to purposes of education. 
Well, sir, the committee unanimously approved of 
the change, and so reported. The bill came up 
the day before Christmas in 1846, and a debate 
ensued on this very point. An amendment was 
offered, which can be found in the report in the 
Congressional Globe of that date, providing that 
nothing in the act should be construed as authoriz- 


i 


and the vote, by ayes and noes, was ayes 2, noes 
40. I am astonished at the construction of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury referred to by the 
Senators from lowa; in my judgment, it is a very 
improper one. A similar course was had in the 
other House. The Senators trom lowa and the 
Senator from Ilinois [Mr. Doveas] can state if 
there was notan amendment of like purport offered 
in the other House and voted down. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. ‘There was, I believe. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. 
iterates the decision of Congress in 1846, and | 
think should pass. 

Mr. BREESE. Mr. President, I recollect dis- 
tinetly, that when the act for the admission of lowa 


into the Union came into the Senate, this change | 


came-directly under the notice of the Senate; and 
the object to which the land was applied by the 
consutution of that State was highly-approved. It 
was thought better for the interests of that growing 
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‘The present bill but re- | 
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of her fund. If there was any doubt on the 
ject, that doubt was entirely removed, spe 
No amendment having been submitted the h; 
| was reported to the Senate, was ordered to co 
grossed and read a third time, and was read ane 
time by unanimous consent, and passed, = 


U. S. DISTRICT COURT IN TEXAS, 


| On motion of Mr. RUSK, the previous te 


| were ostponed, and the Senate proceeded to the 
| considerauon of a bill to-establish an additional 
district court of the United States in the St 7 
‘Texas. 

Mr. UPHAM. I desire to inquire, if the Sy 
ator will inform me, whether or not the territory 
in dispute between Texas and New Mexico 
any part of it, is comprised within the judic; 


ale of 


i 


al dis. 


|| trict contemplated by this bill. 


State, instead of appropriating the grant of five | 


hundred thousand acres for the purposes of in- | 


ternal improvement, to divert the grant so as to 
apply it to purposes of education, In this | 
hearuly concurred, and | believe there was but one 
or two dissenting voices in the Senate. 

The bill was then, by unanimous consent, con- 
sidered as in Comimuttee of the Whole. 

Mr. KING. 


accordance with what they suppose beneficial to 
the State of Lowa, and with what they supposed 
her interest at the ime it was passed. ‘The only 
difficulty with me, as this bill now stands, is, that 
we declare that the assent of Congress was given 
to that particular provision. Now, | have been 


here when many States were admitted, and I| be- | 


lieve the assent of Congress was only given so far 


as the consutution was republican in its character, | 
Further than that, it has never entered into the de- | 
liberations of Congress to interfere with any local | 


regulation which a State may make for her own 
interests. But, if a change has been made, and 
the assent of Congress is now asked to what was 


supposed to be originally given, | am prepared to | 
I have no doubt | 
that the original giving of the five per cent. for pur- | 


vote for it with great pleasure. 


poses of Internal improvement has been attended 
with Injury to the States themselves, and certainly 
of no benefit to the country. 
will agree to change the phraseology of the bill, so 
that we shall now give our assent to the change 
provided for by the consutution of lowa, by which 
the fund is applied for the purposes of education. 
Mr. JONES. Mr. President, the reason why 
we desire this bill to be passed is, because sales 
have already taken place under that law by the 


School Fund Commissioners, under the direction || 


of the Supermtendent of Public Instruction in 


lowa, and the fundsshave been diverted under the | 


direction of the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office; but the Comptroller will not allow those | 


funds to be applied in that way, and hence the 
difficulty and necessity for this law. 
bill precisely was passed last year in relation to the 
State of Alabama. A similar discussion arose at 
the time of the admission of lowa upon this ques- 
tion, in the House of Representatives, and similar 
action to that taken in the Senate, as adverted to 
by the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands, [Mr. Brerse,] was the result there. 

I hope, therefore, that no further opposition to 
this reasonable bill will be made, and that it will 
be allowed to pass at this ume. 

Mr. DODGE. I beg to say to the Senator from 
Alabama that | cannot consent to any change in 
the phraseology of the bill, which would concede 
that Congress did not, at the time of our admis- 
sion, consent to the appropriation of the five per 
cent. fund, and the five hundred thousand acres of 
land, to and for the purposes named in the second 
clause of the tenth arucle of the constitution of 
lowa, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It may not be improper to re- 
mark that the matter was duly considered in the 
tiouse of Representatives at the time the State of 
lowa was admitted into the Union. The Commit- 
tee on the ‘Territories examined the subject, and 
reported a bill unanimously approving the change 
which had been made. The subject was fully dis- 
cussed in the House of Representatives, and the 
law was passed, which, it was understood, would 
give authority to the State to make this disposition 


I do not intend to throw any ob- | 
stacles in the way of getung a bill passed most in | 


L hope the gentleman | 


A simular || 


| Mr. RUSK. Notatall. That point has been 
carefully avoided. , 
Mr. DAYTON. The Senator from Texas ap. 

pears to take a great interest in the passage of t\y\5 

bill; but L cannot but think it will lead to the ip. 
_ troduction of bills of a similar character, and of 

some perhaps that will have a stronger claim 
upon the attention and favorable action of tie 
‘| Government. Although I am desirous of yy 
| making any serious difficulty to its passage, ye 
| 1 feel i my duty to state, that as one of the mem. 
bers of the committee, I did not acquiesce in the 
favorable opinions entertained in regard to this )| 
| and do not, therefore, propose to vote for it. ‘1’ . 
Texas, with its sparse population of a hundred 
or a hundred and fifty thousand people, should 
| have as many district courts and district judges, 
and all the paraphernalia connected with them, as 
the State of New York, including the city, with 
its immense commerce and extended business 
branching off into various sections of the country, 
appears to me unreasonable. Although there may 
be some present claim for assistance in the dis- 
charge of his duties on the part of the district 
|| judge of Gaiveston, I cannot but think it as a 
| claim temporary only in its character. lu the 
course of a few years, the mass of business now 
requiring judicial acuon will have been compleied, 
and then, should this bill pass, there will be two 
district courts in ‘Texas for her sparse population, 
and a large amount of business will go to them 
Which otherwise would pass through the State 
courts, and which should properly go through the 
State courts. 1 do not think there is any pressing 
necessity that requires us to grant the objects of 
this bill to the citizens of Texas more than to 
those of any other State. lor these reasons, with- 
out being disposed further to multiply words on 
the subject, | shall be compelled to vote against the 
bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I brought forward this bill asa 
| matter of necessity, and with no intention to use- 
lessly muluply the number of district courts and 
| Judges in ourSiate. It is known to every one that 
| there was no jurisdiction of courts of the United 
|| States existing in ‘Texas until within the last two 
|| orthree years. Her citizensare composed mainly 
|, of emigrants from all parts of the United States, 
| and of course many claims requiring legal adjust- 
| 
{| 
| 


ment arose during that period, previous to her an- 
|} nexation. ‘The result was, that at the time of the 
annexation of ‘Texas, mors cases came under the 
| jurisdiction of the district court of the United Sues 
| located in Texas than in any other State in the 
(| Union. As a matter of course, there being no au- 
thority before this ume for the adjudication of these 
cases, they were all brought forward to this court 
as soon as it was established. Besides this, the 
|| Territory of Texas is of immense size, vastly 
larger than the State of New York, and imdivid- 
uals who go to court have not the facilities for 
| aveling that the citizens of New York enjoy. 
| There have been many transactions with citizens 
of other parts of the United States in regard to land 
| titles, which have given rise to a large number of 
| suits, which have had to come before this single 
court, so consututed as to be unable to adjudicale 
with the promptness absolutely necessary. ‘There 
is a memorial in my possession—I will not trouble 
the Senate with reading it—from the bar at Gal- 
veston, stating, that though the court has sat for 
nine months during the last year, there is yeta large 
number of suits before it, and that they are contanuly 
increasing. One result arising from having only 
this single court is, that a defendant is brought 
some four or five hundred miles to attend the dis- 
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«court, and has perhaps to wait in attendance 
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6 nthe court during the whole nine months, not 
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en » consideration. This evil, it should be remem- 
hird aad. instead of diminishing, will increase; for, 
eines the annexation of Texas, her population has | 
sore than doubled, and, consequently, the busi- | 
net of the court has doubled. During the next | 
ler coi years the population will most probably | 
the double again. An immense emigration is now set- | 
mal ting in, and settling from the Rio Grande to the 
¢ of Sabine, and this emigration carries with it causes | 
which will bring jurisdiction to this court. ‘The 
ee result will be, that this court will be unable to trans- 
ory act all the business that comes before It, causing | 
y Or oreat delay and pecuniary detriment to individual 
Uis- snitors. | feel warranted in saying, from my own | 
knowledge, which I have acquired, not by attend- | 
_ ance upon the court as a member of the bar at Gal- 
yeston, but from suitors and individuals, that, if | 
a no arrangement is made to supply Texas with ad- 
~ ditional courts, this district court, sitting from the | 
ine frst day of January to the last day of December, 
J of cannot get through with the business before it. It 
um is for these reasons, sir, that the passage of this | 
thie pill is asked, and not for the establishment of any | 
not more offices; for | am decidedly against the increase | 
yet of patronage or the augmentation Of offices unne- | 
_ cessarily. Lt is for the benefit of litigants that we || 
the ask for the establishment of these offices. 
dy Mr. WESTCOTT. I was in favor of this bill | 
a hefore the committee, and with reference to the | 
req interests of the United States exclusively. I think 
tem those interests reqnire the establishment of this | 
ae saparate court. My honorable friend from New | 
y ts Jersey [Mr. Dayton} errs, | think, in looking to 
Ua population as the chief rule that should control in | 
E83 establishing such courts. The character of the 
ty, eountry—its condition, extent, and nature of its 
oe trade, and its past history and probable causes for 
ule- : increased litigation, all should be considered. Now, 
ict © sir, looking at the State of Texas, you find she 
es he has a western border of upwards of a thousand | 
the = «miles adjoining Mexico. Does not everybody 
ow fi know, that unless you have vigilant revenue ofh- 
ed, cers to prevent smuggling, and, if committed, to | 
wo detect and prosecute it, the whole line, from the | 
on, mouth of the Rio Grande to Santa Fé, will be lined | 
mm with smugglers? You should have a separate | 
we court there, a separate marshal and attorney, and 
the if you do not, and leave things as they now are, 
mS with the court and its officers not within hundreds 
S ol of miles of the place where the causes of suit arise, | 
) to > tactlities will be afforded for the evasion of the | 
ts saws.’ It is important that the revenue suits should | 
| OB : be speedily settled. The State courts cannot have | 
the jurisdiction of any such causes. 
Again, there are tribes of Indians in Texas, | 
8 @ numerous, warlike, and dangerous, unless deli- | 
Ase- cately treated. At the last session we passed a | 
and law, by assent of the Legislature of Texas, extend- || 
hat ing all the laws regulating the trade and intercourse | 
ted with the Indians to that State. All the cases | 
wo arising under these laws must be decided by the 
nly lederal courts in the State, and with despatch. | 
eS, The United States should have, for the preserva- | 
Ast tion of peace with the Indians, exclusive jurisdic- 
atl tion of all these cases. ‘There can be no doubt | 
the there will be numerous cases of this character. | 
the Further, Texas has a seacoast of several hun- | 
les dred miles, and several commercial harbors, and | 
the there will be no little admiralty and maritime busi- 
au- ness there; and then there are the old Spanish and 
ee Mexican grants, some the subject of treaty stipu- 
ure lation in the late treaty with Mexico, all of which 
the must be decided in the Federal courts. In no cage 
sly should those who reside out of Texas be obliged 
jd to encounter in her State courts the prejudices 
for arising from local interests and influences of her 
oy: citizens, but should have an impartial tribunal 
cus afforded them. ‘This is the great object of estab- 
and lishing Federal couris. 
r of But the expense is objected to. I have no pa- 
gle tience with this kind of objection. We constantly 
ale have applications from other sections of the Con- | 
ere federacy for money and contracts by the hundreds | 
ble of thousands and even millions of dollars; some | 
ral- for one thing and some for another, most of them | 
for under pretence of protecting commerce, extending | 
rge commerce, expanding commerce, enlarging com- | 
uy merce, and so forth, and we have granted them im- | 
nly mense sums to start various speculations and pro- | 
e jects, and yet it is objected to pay four or five | 
Be 


thousand dollars a year for this court on your 
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j 
| southwestern frontier. This is the usual justice 
and liberality dispensed to the States at the extrem- 
| ities. I have no doubt that for twenty years to 
| come ‘Texas will have thrice the business in her 
Federal courts that New York has. One court 
cannot despatch the business, and | doubt if even 
two are found sufficient. 


| regard the passage of 
this bill as highly important. 

| had intended to-otfer some amendments to the 
bill which the Judiciary Committee have approved 

of, but they can be oifered in the House, and at 
the request of my friend from Texas | refrain from 
submitung them here, as they might occasion 
delay and embarrass the passage of the byll this 
morning. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
various amendments made in Committee of the 
W hole concurred in, and the bill was read a third 
lume by unanimous consent, and passed. 


CAMPBELL, MYERS, AND CLARKE. 
On motion of Mr. METCALFE, the previous 


orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded 
to consider a bill for the reliefof W. R. Campbell, 
George Myers, and J. B. Clarke. 

The bill was considered, and read a third time 
and passed. 


RAILROAD ACROSS ISTHMUS OF PANAMA, 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the considerauon of the biil making com- 
pensation for the transportation of the naval and 
military stores across the Isthmus of Panama. 

Mr. DOUGLAS withdrew his motion, made on 
the previous day, to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Military Aiflairs. 

‘The question then recurred upon the amendment 
submitted by Mr. DouGias on the 30th ulumo, 
and printed in this paper of the 31st. 

* Mr. DOWNS moved toamend tie amendment, 
by striking out the word ** directed,’’ in the fourth 
line, so that it will read **the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter 
into a contract with William Ei. Aspinwall, John 
L. Stephens, and Elenry Chauncey,”’ &e. 

Mr. BENTON. ‘There will be no objection, | 
think, to that amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would like to be informed 
why the Senator from Louisiana desires this 
amendment to be made? 

Mr. DOWNS. I desire that it should be made 
so as to leave it discreuuonary with the Secretary 


of the Navy whether or not he wall enter into the 


proposed contract, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
amendment. 

‘The amendment to the amendment was then 
agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
orable friend from Illinois whether the provision 
contained in the uinth and tenth lines of fis amend 


I have no objection to the 


ot the United States, conforms to the decree of the 
Government of New Granada under which this 
charter has been granted? If it does not, | think 
it should be made to conform thereto. 
of the decree to which my attenuon has been 


*)») 


follows. It is the 22d article: 
“The whole correspondence coming from the Territories 


of the Republic, or frou foreign Counties, to be Wansported 


be indispensably delivered first to the administration of 
the mails of the place at which it arrives for payment of the 
postage. 


by the adiuini-tration of the mails, tor transportation Ou the 


the istiimus to Which they may be direct. d, lying On the line 
of the said road, in conformity With the provisions whieh the 
| Executive power may make on the subject, aud also with 
those which may be mad 
the correspondence of foreign nations on the railroad, in 


tions. 


per quintal.’’ 


and twelve pounds. 


l 


1 wish to ask my hon- 


ment, providing for the transportation ot thé mails | 


‘The arucle | 


called, on looking over the documents, reads as | 


over this railroad, whatsoever may be its destination, shail | 


The company solemniy engages lo receive no | 
other packages Of Correspondence Usau Wose delivered to it | 


railroad to the port at which they are shipped, or the port of | 


for the transit and carriage of 


virtue of conventions conciuded, or whicli may be conciuded, 
between the Government of the Kepublic and the said na- 
A special agreement shall be made betweeu the 
Government and the company regulating the payments to be 
nade to the company for the transportetion of the corre- 
epoudence which way be canied over the raijroad ; it being 
henceforward understood t.at the company is bound to 
transport, without delay, any correspondeuce which may be 
delivered to it, and that the price of such transportation over 
the whole length of the suid road shall not exceed eight reals | 


I understand that a real is worth about twelve 
and a half cents and that a quintal is one hundred | 


I think, from that provision of the law, that the 
whole matter of the transportation of the mails | 
across the road is a subject of regulation and treaty | 


AML 


between that Government and the company, and 
that this Government cannot contract with the 
company upon that subject, but we must first make 
our contract with that Government, and then allow 
that Government, under this regulation with the 
railroad company, to manage the entire business of 
the transportation of the mails across the isthmus, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, | would state 
to the Senate, in relation to the suggestion of the 
Senator from Kentucky, that if it had not been 
provided that the mails of the United States should 
be carried over this road as property of the United 
States, the Senator would be right in supposing 
that that part of the bill to which he has alluded 
would not be in conformity with the decree of the 
Government of New Granada. But the proposi- 
tion here is for carrying the mails, army and naval 
supplies, munitions of war, troops, and all prop- 
erty of every description belonging to the United 
Sites, provided that the annual sum to be paid 
for such transportation shall not exceed a gross 
amount. ‘This, therefore, includes the meuls, and, 
in that point of view, | apprehend that the pro- 
vision 18 perfectly correct. We should have to 
make a special contract for carrying the mals, 
were they not included in the gross amount to be 
transported; but, being so included, | apprehend 
that the objection of my friend from Kentucky is 
entirely obviated, ’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, in order 
to test the sense of the Senate upon the subject, I 
move to strike out the words ** mails of the United 
States’’ in the ninth and tenth lines of the first see- 
tion of the amendment; and | would state te the 
Senator from Lilmois that retaining the words 
which I propose to strike out can have no good 
etlect whatever, and may lead to mischief. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the Senate that 
my idea upon that point is this: If these words be 
siricken out, we shall have to pay for carrying the 
matisin addition to the sum now proposed; where- » 
as, if they be left in, we shall not have to pay 
anything in addition to the sum proposed in my 
amendment for carrying the mails. "The only dit- 
ference, theretore, 1s that, if this motion prevails, 
we shall have to pay more money than we would 
if the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky should be rejected, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The effect of my amend- 
ment, if it prevails, will be this: According io the 
principle of the law which | have just read, this 
enure subject of the transportation of the mails of 


| the United States 1s to be regulated by the Govern- 


ments of the two countries, and not by the com- 
pany. We must make an arrangement with the 
| Government of New Granada in regard to this 
matter. If we do not do it, then, sir, the company 
which constructs the railroad will be compelled to 
| do it; and if you reiain the provision which | pro- 
pose to strike out, you will impose upon them the 
vbilgation to make an arrangement for carrying our 
| mails, when the Government of New Granada says 
it shall be regulated by treaties with foreign na- 
tions. By retaining this provision, you wiil throw 
the duty of making this arrangement upon the com- 
pany, when the very face of the charter itself 
shows that the Government of New Granada have 
retained the right to make the arrangement with 
| our Government. I think it best to leave this 
| point, where the charter places it, to be settled by 
the two Governments, and, therefore, to teat the 
sense of the Senate, | move to strike out that pro- 
vision. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I understand 
that the mails of the United States are to be car- 
| ried across the isthmus over this road by a special 
agent, without the intervention of any post office 
w hatsoever—taken across like any other freight. 
That is the manner in which the mails are now 
carried across, and it is expected that all freight 
will go exactly in the same way. It is for our 
own security that we have inserted the word 
| **mails,” to prevent the company from exacting 
anything from us for carrying them in addition to 
| the sum mentioned in the bill. We are perfectly 
| satisfied if they go across in the same way in 
which the British mails go across the isthmus. 
The Government of New Granada is satisfied with 
the same, and it is therefore my opinion that there 
is no necessity for striking out the words which 
the Senator from Kentucky has read. ,And hia 
conclusion is precisely the reverse of the conclu- 
sion at which | would arrive. He thinks that the 
striking out would do no harm, if it does no good , 
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my conclusion is, that the staying in would do no 


harm. So that we have come to directly contra- 
dictory conclusions. 1 think that our best course 
is to ou the words where they are. It will be 
time enough to settle this question with New Gra- 
nada when it arises with that Government. But 
there is no expectation that the question will ever 
be raised. It is for our own security that we have 
inserted the word “mails,’’ as they do not come 
under the head of munitions of war or the other 
articles specified in the bill. 

The question on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Unperwoop was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was reject d. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I have a very 
few words to say in regard to this bill. I move 
to amend it by striking out the word * two”’ and 
inserting the word * one,’’ so that, instead of *“‘two 
hundred and fifty thousand,’ it will read ‘* one 
hundred and fifty thousand.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
move to amend the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut, by striking out all after the word 
** provided,’’ in the thirteenth line, to the word 
“*that,”’ in the twentieth line. 

"The effect of this amendment would be to strike 
outall that is said in relation to the amount of 
compensation to be paid annually for the trans- 
portation of men, munitions of war, military and 
naval stores, and mails of the United States. Asa 
tarill of rates is fixed in the next section, that will 
be a sufficient guide to the Secretary of the Navy 
in making the contract. It is expected that a high 
oflicer will be able to make a contract for the trans- 
portation of all these articles for less than the sum 
named in the bill. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator 
from Connecucut adopt the amendment of the 
Senator from Miussissippi? 

Mr. NILES. 1 do not know that I understand 
what wiil be the effect of the amendment oflered 
by the Senator trom Mississippi. If the amend- 
ment which | have submitted prevails, which 
would reduce the amount of compensauon from 
two bundred and filly thousand to one hundred 
aud filty thousand, it would not, I suppose, change 
the real character of the bill, but would bea saving 
of one hundred thousand’ dollars to the Govern- | 
ment. Iltas my habit, sir, to look at the substance | 
of things rather than the forms that they may be 
made lo assume. 

‘This is im form a contract for transporting sup- | 
plies across the isthmus, but is in substance a | 
measure for aiding, by the appropriation of five 
millions from the treasury, the construction of a 
railroad across the isthmus. As a mere contract, | 
no one, | think, could tavor it, as the service to be | 
performed 1s wifling compared with the sum to be 
paid. Some weeks ago 1 offered a resolution 
calling on the Secretary of the Navy for the 
amount expended the past year for transportung 
men and supplies for the navy to the western 
coast. Why there has been no response to that | 
call, | know not; but the information must be in the | 
bureaus, and might have been furnished on short | 

| 
} 


nuuce. Failing in this, | have sought informauon | 
trom sources which | thought enutled to reliance, | 
and learned that the sum paid the last year Was | 
about ten thousand dollars per quarter, or forty | 
thousand for the year. ‘This was, part of it, a | 
period of war, and ordinarily the expenditure 
would probably be much less. But there is no | 
oceasion of spending anything for this service, as | 
men and naval stores and supplies can be conveyed 
to the Pacific in the public ships, which may as 
well be empioyed in that service as any other, or 
as to remain unemployed. And storeships are, | 
learn, ollen sent to Brazil, and thence to the Pa- 
cific, with supplies for the navy on those stations, | 
By this proposiuon we are to pay two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars for a service which last 
year cost forty thousand. But this is not for | 
transporung supplies trom New York to the Pa- 
cific coast, but across the isthmus only; so that | 
the expense of transportation trom New York to | 
Chagres on this side, and from Panama to Cali- 
fornia on the other, will have to be added to the 
two hundred and fifty thousand; and probably the 
expense by this route will be about the same as 
by Cape Horn, aside from what we propose to 
pay for crossing the isthmus. No consideration, 
ora mere nominal one, could be received for the 
money which is to be paid. | 
i cannot, therefore, regard this as a contract for || 
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| supplying the navy. Divested of its form, it isa 


| Under what grant of power in the Constitution is 
| this appropriation to be made? Isit the war power, 


| of our military or naval forces. 


| States, 


| or assist in opening artificial channels of trade? If 


| unite the Mediterranean and the Red Sea, or any- 


| road, the isthmus cuts the voyage in two; it renders 
| two voyages necessary, one on the Atlantic, and 
| the other on the Pacitic, with an uncertainty as to 


|| doubtful whether there is any harbor suitable for 


| at Panama. 


| large part of the advantages of the trade which 
| would be lost to us. 


and the Spanish American countries on the Pacific, 


/ on the northwest coast is unimportant. And what 


measure Lo appropriate five millions of doilars in 
aid of the construcuon of a railroad across the 
isthmus. In this view of it, itis a very important 
question, deserving of great consideration, and 
attended with very serious objections. 

‘There is, in the first place, a question of power. 


which is perhaps the most ample, as well as the 
most undefined? ‘This, 1 suppose, will not be 
claimed, as it is not pretended this 1s to be a mili- 
tary road, or any way essential to the operations 
It must fall, then, 
if there is any power to justify it, under the power 
to regulate commerce with foreign countries and 
between the States. So far as this work may facil- 
itate our commerce with the Pacific, it connects 
itsclf both with our foreign and domestic trade. 
But have we power to construct or open artificial 
channels of trade in foreign countries? Such a 
power has never been exercised nor claimed be- 
fore, so far as I know. ‘The power to do this 
within the territory of the Union is doubted and 
denied by many, and admitted by few, except 
within very circumscribed limits. And is there 
power to do that in a foreign country which we 
cannot do in our own? ‘The difficulty of State 
jurisdiction may be avoided; but that is not the 
principal objecuon to the mere expenditure of 
money for works of internal improvement in the 
‘The great objecuon js as to the power to 
apply the revenues of the Union to objects not 
specified in the Consutuuon. Does the regulation 
of foreign commerce carry with it a power to open 


it does, itis a power unlimited, and of the most 
dangerous character. Our trade is with all parts 
of the world, and, if we can construct a ratiroad 
across the Isthmus of Panama, we can constructa 
railroad or canal across the Isthmus of Suez to 


where else which it may be supposed will give 
additional facilities to our foreign commerce. 

But, Mr. President, if this objectiun can be got 
over, the next quesuon Is, Whatare the inducements 
to make this large expenditure?) What are the 
advantages to be acquired in aid of either our for- 
eign or domestic commerce? The advantages of 
arailroad across the isthmus of Panama, in a 
commercial point of view, are greatly over-esti- 
mated. ‘This can never be the route of the trade 
of the United States or of Europe to China, or the 
countries of the East. The distance is greater than 
by the way of the Cape of Good Hope. If the 
fact was otherwise, and several thousand miles 
were saved in the distance, the trade to the East 
would not take this route, because, with the rail- 


a return cargo for either. 

What would vessels coming from Liverpool or 
New York to Chagres have for a return cargo? 
To carry on the trade with China through this 
route would require a large commercial town on 
the Atlantic, at the terminus of the railroad, where 
the products of the Kast might be brought, and 
from which return cargoes could be obtained. But 
there is and can be no such town there, and it is 


commerce. Thesame difficulty will be experienced 
And if, by turning our trade into this 
channel, a commercial city could be built up, it 
would be in a foreign country, and must share a 


Sir, the advantages of this railroad would be 
confined to our trade with Califorma and Oregon, 


to which may be added our whale fisheries in the 
Pacific. Our trade with the Russian possessions 


is our trade with the South American States on 
the Pacific? It is very small; we have the most 
with Chili, and that only amounts to one or two 
millions. And whether that would take this route 
is very doubtful. According to tables which | 
have consulted, the distance to Valparaiso by way 
of the Cape is only four hundred and fifty miles 
further than by the Isthmus of Panama. The 
railroad, theretore, would hardly be expected to 
change the course of that trade. With Peru and 
the other States on that coast our commerce is sull 











BE. 


| 


| engaged in that business. 
| go out nor return by way of the isthmus 


| Cape Horn. 
| may be convenient to them, but this will no; 


| is a large demand there for food and merchandise 











| maica, where the 
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As to the whale § 
this road might be of some convenience 


interest, yet could not essentially chanve 
of that trade until we have commerce: a 
the Pacific coast suitable for refitting the yeu 
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course must make the voyage, asat present 
Our settlements on the P 
pend on the isthmus road. * 
The principal benefit to our commerce 


. . Which 
we can hope to derive from this road wi; 


II be in the 


| intercourse with our OWN possessions on the Pa 


cific. And how important is this likely to be wir}; 
the ten years for which this bill provides? There 
has recently sprung up, as if by enchantment. , 
trade with California assuming an important cS 
pect. But this, as every one knows, has sli 
entirely from one cause—the discovery of the wold 
mines in that country. The present state of thinos 
is novel and extraordinary. Nobody can Suppose 
that it can last long. There is a sudden collection 
of people there from the countries on the Pacific 
and from the States, in pursuit of gold. The coup. 
ry was destitute of supplies of food and of every. 


| thing else for a population so suddenly throwy 


upon it. Hence it is supposed that at present there 
But this state of things cannot last long. A ney 
and fertile country cannot long be dependent for 
food upon a distant part of the Union, and be sy). 


| ject to the expense of transportation eight or nine 


thousand miles. It will be a very expensive mode 
of supply, and gold must be gathered up like dirt 
to jusufy it. Oregon and many parts of California 


| are good grain countries, and both have abundance 
| of cattle, so that they must soon, probably another 


season, supply the demand for food. What then 
will they want from us? Why, they may want 
some of our manufactures and some of the goods 
we bring from Europe. And what have they to 
give us in exchange? Little, I believe, except 
their gold dust. When a more settled state of 
society exists there, what will be the probable 
extent of this trade? Population is the first and 
main element of the trade of any country; and 
what will that be within this limited period? If 
we suppose two or three hundred thousand, the 
demand for manufactures and goods cannot be very 
great—not great certainly in respect to freight, and 
the return in gold will be still less. Still, 1 do not 
deny that this road might be very convenient to 
the intercourse which is likely to exist between 


| our Atlantic seaports and California and Oregon, 


It will be the most important for the transportation 
of persons. ‘There may be also some political con- 
siderations connected with this subject. Some- 


| thing may be due from us to those distant infant 


settlements. It is desirable, no doubt, to afford 
them every reasonable facility of intercourse, not 
only with the Adantic States, but with the great 
valley of the Mississippi. ‘This would tend to con- 
ciliate their good will and attach them to the Union. 
But will this distant route through a foreign coun- 
try answer this purpose? Must we not have some- 
thing better—something which will more intimately 
and effectually connect their interests with ours? 
This seems to be admitted; for the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Benton] tells us that he considers 
this as only a temporary measure. But shall we 
not be paying too dear for a temporary conveni- 
ence? May not the sum which we are to pay out 
of the treasury be equal to a considerable part of 
the profit of the entire trade to that coast? Asa 


| permanent route for the trade and intercourse be- 
| tween the Auantic and Western States and our 
| possessions on the Pacific, it is subject to the most 
| serious objections, and is hardly deserving of con- 
| sideration. © 
| through a foreign country, requiring a tranship- 


A circuitous and expensive route 


ment, is not such a channel of trade and inter- 


| course as ought to connect the two parts of a com- 


mon country. - ta 
There are numerous objections to this route to 


which | have not alluded: the want of harbors 
both on the Atlantic and Pacific side; the deadly 
climate of the former, and the dangers to naviga- 


tion from the northers; the exposed situation of 


Chagres, from its an to the Island of Ja- 

ritish have an important naval 
station. In case of a war with that Power, it 
would require our whole navy to defend it. In 
time of war, it could not be relied upon. 


PASS 
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1849. 
With so many objections and difficulties staring 
gin the face, is it worth our while to engage the 
ae ernment in a doubtful enterprise of this kind? 
ms it worth while to expend five millions in a rail- 
road in a foreign country? Sir, 1 do not like the 
aspect of it. It looks too much like a revival of 
that policy, that exploded policy, which we once 
entered upon, of carrying on works of internal 
improvements in connection with private compa- 
nies or corporations. Phis was the form in which 
this Government first lent its aid to objects of this | 
kind. It subscribed to stock for works of 1improve- 
ment, and invested something like ten millions in 
that way, Which resulted in very little benefit to 
the public, and was a total loss to the Government. 
With the exception of the works at the Falls of 
the Ohie, near Louisville, I believe we have never 
received a dollar into the treasury from those heavy 
expenditures. I will not say more on this subject. 
| do not know that I can vote for this bill in any 
form; but as itis now, L shall certainly have to | 
yote against It. * : a 
Mr. ALLEN. It is very obvious, sir, that if it 
be the will of the Senate to pass this bill, embra- 
cing, as it does, an object of such magnitude, and | 


promising to bring with it so many consequences, || 


the Senate ought to go into a critical examina- | 
tion not only of the general principle upon which | 
itstands, but of the measure itself, in all of its 
details. This, sir, will be a matter of some labor, 
and will consume much of the ume of the Senate, 
because many questions, relating 40 the details of | 
this thing, must be made in the various proposi- | 
tions to amend. We are now, sir, past the middie 
of this short session, and, although { am not aware 
that we have any very extraordinary business 
demanding, for any extraordinary reasons, our 
prompt attention, sull I think it would bea useless | 
waste of time to enter into the discussion of all the 
questions arising upon the details of this measure, 
until we know something about the temper of the 
Senate towards the measure itself. Undoubtedly 
the proposition submitted by the Senator from 
Mississippi is founded in solid reason. If | com- 
prehend the proposition, it 1s this: that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States shall pay no more 
for the transportation of its men and property across 
the isthmus than other people pay for the trans- 
portation of their bodies and their property. ‘The 


defect in the proposition is, that it anticipates the |) 


use of this road, and engages the Government to 

employ the road to transport its men and arms and 

muniuons of war, when it would be quite time to 
do so after the road is completed. But, sir, | go 
not now into this matter—I will not enter into the 
details of this discussion. I will not, for instance, 
go into a discussion of that part of the bill in which 
the rate of transportation is fixed at eight dollars | 
per ton over a road to be some thirty-odd miles 
long, whilst at the same time vessels are freighted 
at Boston for Canton, to run over a line of eigh- 
teen thousand miles for fifteen dollarsa ton. 1 do | 
not choose to go into these details; but, in order 
to try the temper of the Senate in regard to this 
measure, and to let us see whether it is worth our 
While to spend day in and day out in debating its 
details, 1 move, sir, that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed, and I ask for the yeas and nays on that 
motion 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I should regret, sir, that a 
measure which | regard as exceedingly important, 
should be disposed of by indefinite postponement. 
I had hoped that the measure might be allowed to 
proceed until its details were arranged so that they 
might be satisfactory to the Senate, and I rise 
merely to express my opinion in faver of the 
measure, generally, concurring in it especially for 
the reasons assigned by the honorable Senator 
from Missouri. 1 think the circumstances of the | 
country call for the adoption of this particular 
measure. I do not mean to say, sir, that there 
may not be several modes of establishing a com- 
munication with the Pacific coast that are equally 
desirable. I am willing to say, on the other hand, 
that | have regarded the subject of a communica- 





tion across from the Atlantic to the Pacific, by way || 


of Tehuantepec, as preferable, on account of its 
being nearer to our ports on the Gulf; and 1 will | 
add, that if the proposition for a railroad were 
now before us, connecting the two oceans by that 
route, and the proposition had advanced so far that | 
we could pronounce it to be practicable, | should | 


the view which has been adopted by the Senator 
from Connecticut Is entire ly corre ct, that the pres- 
ent exigency tor a channel of communication will 
be a very short one. Ido not apprehend that there 
will cease to be an occasion for a great deal of in- 
tercourse between the Atiantic and Pacific, and 
between our own Territories on either side of 
the continent. I think the progress of things is 
onward; and, let the speculations and operations 
in the goid mines go torward more or less rap- 
idly, I think an intercourse is now to be opened 
for general purposes of trade and commerce be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific. have not devoted 
my attention to the particular provisions or details 
of this measure. | am not in possession of such 
estimates as enable me to say whether the limita- 
tions so called in the bill now on your table, or the 
limitation which will be in the same bill if the 
motion of the Senator from Connecticut prevail, is 
the best limitation. ‘The bill proposes to authorize 
the Secretary of the Navy to contract for the traus- 
portation of these goods and merchandise, munitions 
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is to be made on the part of the contractors out of 
the treasury of the United States. Upon the whole, 
| think the work ought to be commenced as early 
as practicable, and that it ought to be speedily 
completed, for the reasons stated by the Senator 
from Missouri. This plan appears practicable; 
I think the object is attainable, and | think itis 
attainable at a reasonable expense, and, therefore, 
I am decidedly in favor of the amendment. At the 
same time, | shall concur in any amendment or 
alteration, either with the view of reducing the 
expense or limiting sull further the Navy Depart- 
ment with respect to the extent to which it will 
on the credit of the United States. I think, as 

said before, that the circumstances of the coun- 
try call for the road, and there is nothing in these 
circumstances that is likely to make it so short- 
lived or temporary as some Senators seem to 
imagine; that there is no probability that this work 
will not be necessary for a number of years. And 
I repeat again, if there were a proposition now be- 
fore us for the other route, and if that proposition 


of war, and troops across the isthmus, and to pay }| were in as advanced a state as this, and if we were 
for this transportation an annual sum. ‘The bill || to have but one, | would give the preference to the 


limits that sum at two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. The Senator from Connecticut moves to 
substitute one hundred and fifty thousand. Wath- 
out more information than | have upon this point, 


| lcannot say which would be the proper sum. 1 


understand that the parues who have undertaken 
the construction of the road estimate the cost of its 


|} construction at four or five millions of dollars; and 


they have founded their opinion upon the cost 
commonly attending the construction of roads in 
the United States, economically conducted, making, 
of course, proper allowance for the necessarily 
augmented cost of a work to be done so far from 
the resources which are to supply the means. It 
is known, too, sir, that a very great reduction for 
wear and tear is made from the receipts of all rail- 
roads, so that the general estimates of income, by 
reference to any ordinary rule of computation, not 


| allowing for the wear of the road, would be very 


inadequate to represent the actual state of things 


| that will arise when the road has been completed. 


Now, it is evident, sir, that this proposed road 
will shorten the distance between the ports of the 
United States on the Atlantic and the ports of the 
United States on the Pacific. It is a nearer route 
by not less than ten thousand miles of suiling—I 
believe certainly not less than nine thousand. It 
will shorten the communication in point of time 
more than one-half, and whatever shurtens the 
time diminishes the cost. If troops are to be con- 


| veyed, they are under pay while at sea; if muni- 
| tions of war or merchandise are to be transported, 


| 1 entertain as little doubt that there will be a com- |, 
munication established over the other route through | 
Se ae IW 


they ought to reach their destination within as short 
a time as possible; and in every point of view in 
which we can make an estimate of this matter, we 
must all, I think, see that a great, a very great, L 


am not prepared to say how great, saving will | receive the patronage of the Government. 


inure to the 
route. 


1 will state, sir, that with respect to other modes | 


of conveyance, | have no doubt that we shall ere 


route over Tehuantepec; but I still think that as 
this work is practicable, and as a channel of com- 
munication is necessary for us, we ought not to 
hesitate to adopt the one proposed, in order that 
we may avail ourselves of the advantages which it 
will furnish, until] we shall be able to construct a 


| road through our own territory. 


Mr. BUTLER. This is one of the various pro- 
jects, and itis but one, for opening a communication 
with our Pacific possessions; and, however great 
that object may be, which L approve of thus far, 
the question really involved is, how this Govern. 
ment can, within its constitutional power, contrib. 
ute its money to aid a project of this kind? Now, 
the bill puts it upon the narrow ground of an ex. 
ecutory ground, of a common carrier, a carrier 


_ who has obtained a right of way from New Gra-. 


nada. Well, put it upon the ground of a contract; 
I have a right to ask the question, why have you, 
on your part, agreed upon this arbitrary sum of 
two millions and a half of dollars? Why have 
you agreed to give this particular sum ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. It is an authority to the See. 
retary, and not a direction. 

Mr. BUTLER. But the language of the bill 
originally was * directed.”’ ** Authorized” is the 
term employed in the substitute. And I should 
regard those terms as synonymous in the sense in 
which they are employed. 1 have been utterly at 
a loss to know why this sum is specified before- 
hand as a sum to be paid for services the amount 
of which cannot now be ascertained. As common 
carriers, the interest of the proprietors of the road 
will lead them to take all the freight that will be 
offered to them; and if they are willing to carr 
for a reasonable price, | have no doubt the wilt 
tisa 


nited States by adopting the shortest || work, undoubtedly, of great magnitude, and I 
| Should be unwilling to interpose anything which 
| would tend to defeat their purpose; but I must say 
| now that | do not know by what power Congress 


long have them across the continent from our own || is authorized to pass such an act as this, except 
| frontier territory on one side to that on the other. 


L entertain no doubt at all about 
this; but 


we refer it to the power given to Congress for the 
regulation of commeree. | have no doubt the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts will readily 
refer it to that; it is a very broad power, and per- 


do think that there is an exigency, a haps the only one to which the right to pass such 


present want of conveyance, and that this is the | an act as this is referable. 1 must be permitted to 
readiest and the only ready mode of obtaining it. || say that when this practice shall spring up, if it 
1 think there is a prospect, if this project be || should find countenance now, I shall have very 


favored by the Government of the United Siates, | 


from the known enterprise of the respectable gen- 
tlemen who have undertaken it, that it will be as 


great difficulty, under such a broad power as that, 
in giving it my sanction. I am willing to say 
that if the Constitution of the United States should 


sure to be accomplished as any work can possibly || be so altered as to confer the power upon Congress 
be. My honorable friend from Ohio says that it | under some limitation of this kind, I should be 


will be time enough to make this contract when 
the work is done. 


| willing to acquiesce; but without this, I know of 
In ordinary cases this would | no limitation by which money may be expended 


be very true; but it must be remembered that this || under the direction of the Government for sucha 


is a very great work, requiring an expenditure of 


four or five millions of dollars, and it is but reason- | 
able that those who embark their fortunes in it | 
| should have some assurance that they wiil receive 


the patronage of the Government. 


Now, in respect to the amount of money to be | 


paid, no man knows less what would be the prop- 
er sum to be paid thanI do. If it be the pleasure 


that matter may be left more in the discretion and 
within the control] of Congress hereafter. Ido not 


give it my most hearty support. I do not think || look upon this as a matter by which a speculation 


purpose. It is a project or pretext for the grant of 
two millions and a half of dollars to be devoted to 
an enterprise which this Government is prohibited 
from undertaking. ‘ 

I will not pretend to discuss the relative merits 
of the different routes across the isthmus. As far 


‘| as I have examined the subject, my preference is 


| for the higher route, believing it will be safer. 
of the Senate and the other branch of Congress, || ° 


I did not rise, however, to discuss this matter, 
but merely to say that in regard to all these pro- 
jects I shall take the liberty, whenever they are pre- 


\| ‘sented, of examining them very closely before I 
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give my vote in favor of them. I shall always hes- 


jtate to give my sanction to any project for the 
expenditure of money under the color of a contract 
when there is a constitutional objection to the ex- 
penditure of the money under legislative authority. 
The principle is not changed by covering the trans- 
actioy and giving to it the color of a legislative 
bargain. If it be a bargain, itisa bad one. Such 
a practice should not be established. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Lhave long had this object 
of establishing a passage, either by railroad or 
canal, across the isthmus in view. 
the honor to offer to the Senate of the United States 
a resolution for instituting a mission to the Gov- 
ernments of Central America and New Granada, for 
the purpose of paving the way for cutting a canal 
across the isthmus. The resolution was adopted, 
after considerable discussion, by the Senate, I be- 
lieve without a dissenting vote, at least so it would 
appear from the Journal. 
this effect: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the 
respecttully requested to eonsider the expediency of opening 
negotiations with the Governments of other nations. and 
particularly the Governments of Central America and New 
Granada, for the purpose of + flectually protecting, by suita 
bie treaty stipulations with them, such individuals or com 
panties as day undertake to open a communication between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oeeans, by the construction of a 
ship canal across the isthmus which connects North and 
South Amerea, and of securing forever, by such stipula 
tions, the free and equal rightof navigating such canal to all 
such nations, on the payment of such reasonable tolls as 
may be established, to compensate the capitalists who may 
engage in such undertaking, aud Complete the work.’ 


The resolution was to 


United States be 


In pursuance of the suggestion herein contained, 
the President of the United States sent a chargé 
d'affaires to the Republies of Central America and 
New Granada, but the enterprise fell through, as I 
think, on account of the incompetency of the min- 
ister sent, and nothing was done in furtherance of 
my proposition, or for the accomplishment of the 
different projects which were suggested at the ume 
for making either canal or railroad across the 
isthmus. 

We are now in the middle of the nineteenth 
century, and I think, with deference to those gen- 
tlemen who have expressed their views in regard 
to this subject, that itis a disgrace to the age in 
which we live, and to the country in which we 
live, that as yet no passage, by either railroad or 
canal,.has been obtained from ocean to ocean, either 
by ‘Tehuantepec or Panama. Here is a propo- 
sition now before us for expending some two or 
three millions of dollars to save us nine thousand 
miles of ship navigation, and the most dangerous 
navigation in the world. The question is, whether 
these two or three millions of dollars shall be ex- 
pended for such a purpose? And on this occasion, 
as well as on former occasions on which this sub- 
ject has been presented, we have been met with 
the objection that there are other and better routes; 
one of which is by railroad from the Mississippi 
to the Pacific, the other at Tehuantepec. On this 
subject | think and feel disposed to act very much 
like the Senator from Massachusetts. If I could 


obtain a railroad or canal across the Isthmus of 


Tehuantepec, | would prefer it, and for reasons 
which L think will readily suggest themselves to 
any one who will look at the map. It is a vastly 
better route for our own country; but I cannot 
disguise from myself the fact that either of these 
routes is calculated to throw the control of the 
ecommerce that is conducted through those chan- 
nels into the lap of the United States, for I hold 
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but a road may be made there; I earnestly hope 
that it may; but IT am not insensible to many of 
the difficulues which will present themselves there. 
It is stated on most respectable authority that a 
railroad across that isthinus must necessarily be a 
hundred and fifty miles in length, and that there 
is a bar at the entrance to the harbor which will 
not admit vessels drawing more than twelve feet; 
another statement says fourteen, and even eighteen 
feet; and L have received information from very 
respectable sources verifying both these opposing 
statements. I donot undertake to decide between 
them. It is stated also that in ‘Tehuantepec the 
northers blow during a portion cf the year with 
great violence, and that violent storms prevail also 
on the Pacific side. Senators are aware that the 
Indian name ‘Tehuantepec is said to be literally, 
however coarsely, translated by the English words, 
**a hell of a blow.’? Now, whether the winds are 
more violent on either side of the Isthmus of ‘Te- 
huantepec than elsewhere, L do not know. We 
shali probably be informed upon that point. But 
itis feared that these northers, with bad harbors, 
may present formidable obstacles on that route. 
The route across the Isthmus of Panama is un- 
doubtedly practicable, whatever objections may be 
urged againstit, and I shall vote for the proposition 
to ussist the contractors to make a railroad there, 
desiring at the same tune to guard the country 
against any Imposition, 

Let something practicable be now done. Let us 
have a route across either the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec or Panama, ‘There is no proposition betore 
us for a route across ‘Uehuantepec, but we have a 
proposition in favor of the other route. We know 
that the individuals applying to us have purchased 
the right of way at Panama, and we know that 
they will make some kind of a road there within 
eight years. But L think it desirable (if it be prac- 
licable) to have the road made in two years; and 
L understand that if we give the assistance which 
is asked for by the pettuoners, they can and wiil 
make the road in two years. Sir, itis only a ques- 
tion of time. I repeat that, from what | can learn, 
itis a matter of certainty that the road will be made 
within eight years; for the contractors have bound 
themselves to do the work within that time, or else 
to forfeit one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, paid by them into the treasury of New 
Grauada. Itis merely a question, then, whether 


the road shall be made within eight years or within 


two years. 


This is to be an American road. It will have | 


that character abroad, do what you may. Amer 
can-citizens are Intrusted with the construction of 
it. Well, if this work ts to be, and be called an 
American work, | desire that it should be a road 
worthy of the American name; and in my opinion 


| the American Government should, within its con 


that no other country can compete with the United | 


Slates successfully upon either of these routes. 

I am not prepared to say that the surh stated in 
the biil is precisely the proper sum; I have not sufii- 
cient information to enable me to judge accurately 
of that. I must rely on the judgment of others, 
whose peculiar business it is to make estimates of 
the necessary expenditures. | must take the esti- 
mates of engineers, and from them it appears that 
it will cost three millions of dollars to make the 
road. We know that very important expenses 
must be encountered on this route other than those 
which are ordinarily incurred in the construction 
of roads of this description of the same length. It 
is stated that it will be necessary to construct a 
pier on the Pacific as well as on the Atlantic side. 
Now, whenever a proposition shall be offered to 
me for making a railroad, or for assisting in ma- 
king a road across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, | 
shal! give it a favorable consideration. 1 have 
already stated that | prefer that route. 1donotkoow 


| 


sututional sphere, aid as far as it can individual 
enterprise in making a road worthy of the Ameri- 
ean character. | do not want a road attempted 
there by individuals and carried on by piecemeal, 
commencing with a railroad of a few miles, and 
perhaps ending for some years to come with a 
plank or a mule road. I desire that the improve- 
ment should go on continuously and in the short- 
est pracucable ime. And now allow me one gen- 


eral remark in regard to the sum to be expended. | 


| would aid, as far as the consututional power of 
the Government will enable us to do it, in making 
a road from the Mississippi river to the Pacific, or 
a road across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, as | 
design to aid in the construction of the road pro- 


posed by this bill, and whatever the cost of a pas- | 


sage by canal or railroad across to the Pacific on 
either isthmus may be, whether two millions, two 
and a half millions, six millions, twenty millions, or 
even filty millions. I say, sir, that the wit of man 


cannot find any other mode of expending the same | 
amount of money as much for the benefit of this | 


country and of the whole human famiiy. And I re- 


peat that | do think, that in the middie of the nine- || 


teenth century, it is a disgrace to the Government 
that nothing has yet been attempted with success to 


save our commerce the dangerous navigation of | 


nine thousand miles around the cape. 
proposition now before us because it is practica- 
ble. IL would not delay the work from year to 
year and from day to day. 
ing the sum of two and a half milhons of dollars 


| or less, accomplish so great an object, | say, for 
; one, that Lam willing to authorize the expendi- 


ture. 


1 take the | 


If we can, by expend- || 


GLOBE. 








. 
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—— ’ 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I agree eink an. 
Senator from Delaware in a part of what as a 
said, and differ very widely with him in ca anes 
to other portions of his remarks. I think, if t a 
is any ground for mortification in regard t, a 
matter, it is that this Republic, the mother aa ‘ 
republics of the American continent, does not ¢,,,. 
template the transportation of the property of +, 
Government and of the citizens of the Repuii 
within her own limits; that she does not cojsry,.. 
for herself, if she have the constitutional power ; 

undertake such work at all, a road from the vallie 
of the Mississippi to the western limit of the | y 
ritorial possessions of the United States, |, | 
were to contemplate the idea of constructins . 
road, either through the instrumentality of }), 
Government exclusively, or by advances of monor 
made to contractors for that purpose, | shoul] 
make the line of road pass through the terr,, 
of the United States. Such a road L would revard 
as more advantageous to the interests of this Coun 
try and its citizens. | would consider it preferavie 
ina commercial point of view, and still more o 
upon political considerations, that our citizens and 
their property, instead of being separated fro 
the country in their transit from one portion of 
the United States to the other, should be key 
within our own limits; and that the connection 
with our remote possessions should be as dire: 
as possible. Itis not that | have any want of conj. 
dence in the attachment of any American citizen 
the Governmens of the United States; for | hay 
an abiding confidence in that attachment. | |». 


lieve that it is not to be broken off, however widely 


“they may be separated from the Government. Bui, 


if anything is calculated to invite or lead to a fy. 
getfulness of that attachment, it would be for our 


_ citizens to find themselves on the shores of the Pa. 
_¢ific a powerful people, having an extensive com. 


meree with Asia, without any communication with 
the United States, and with the legislature siting 
here to fix the laws governing their intercourse, 
both domestic and foreign. If that people are w 
be bound permanently to this Union, if it is to be 
made their interest in all time to come to remaina 
poruon of the United States, then | say it is neces. 
sary that a ready and accessible means of commu 


' nication should be afforded them; and the links of 


communication must be continuous; towns, vil 
lages, and hamlets, must extend along the line of 
communication, from the seat of the General Gov- 
ernment until we stand upon the shores of the Pa- 
cific. This must be our ulterior object, and ail 
other measures in reference to this subject must be 


_ considered as temporary expedients only. 


1 am not willing to see this Government perma 
nenuy coupled with any work outside of the Uni- 
ted States, and if we are to have any connection 


| whatever with this proposed Panama road, let i 


_ be temporary, and let it be in dollars paid for heads 


and tons conveyed, and let them bear the charge 
of making the road. [am not willing to pay any 
stipulated sum to this company in prospect, of 


| when they have perfected the work, other than 
that which they may receive upon a contract for 
/earrying public stores or for carrying persons, 


when they are in readiness to perform such work. 
It is with this view that | have presented the 
amendment. And, adopting the bill in that form, 
we shall be equally ready to avail ourselves of the 


road across ‘lehuantepec, if one be constructed 


there. I believe that the route proposed will ve 
subject to interruptions from foreign countries, es 
pecially in time of war. I believe with the Sena 
tor from Delaware, that the Tehuantepec roule 
would connect itself more intimately with the 10- 
terests of the United States; but there are other 
considerations which should not be lost sight o!. 
We have no right of way, and the time must be 
remote when a_road will be constructed there, 
unless the Government of the United States ex- 
pend a large sum of money in the construction oi 
a road through the Republic of Mexico. Not- 
withstanding the amusing definition which the 
honorable gentleman gave of the name of Tehuan- 
tepec—and which, I suppose, was given by hun 
more in jest than seriously—I will tell him that, 
although there are northwest winds sometimes pre- 
vailing along that coast, such as he has described, 
rendering the approach of vessels extremely haz- 


-ardous, yet there are deep indentations in tie 


coast where vessels muy safely enter, the force of 
the waves being broken by the jetting head-lavds 
which extend for a considerable distance into the 
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So far, then, as those two routes are con- 
ed, the advantage is decidedly in favor of 
Tehuantepec. But i is not my purpose to enter 

this question atall. We have nothing to do 
+h one or the other of them; they are foreign 
inet we neither propose to determine the route 
to build the roads; but if they are built, and 
ve services are afforded to us at reasonable 
rates, then let us avail ourselves of them, whether 
the road be through ‘Tehuantepec or Panama. I 
sherefore say again, that 1 am opposed to any 
nroposition to expend even the hundredth part of 
the sum stated by the Senator from Delaware in 
the construction of a road. I wish to confine the 
expenditure of any money for the establishment 
ef a communication with the Pacific within our 
ewn country, taking such a course as will lead 
in a direct line through the valley of the Missis- 
sippi to the Pacific. Wherever the passage of the 
mountains may be most advantageously made, 
wt the road be there constructed, and let us look 
finally to the accomplishment of a direct passage 
across the continent, within the limits of the 
United States, from one sea to the other. If | 
succeed in the proposition which [I have made 


era. 


wv 


thei 


to amend the bill, by striking out all that relates | 
to the rates of compensation, in the form of an- | 


nual payments to be made to the company, and all 
limitations, it shall then be followed by an amend- 
ment which shall stipulate that the Government 
of the United States shail pay for transportation 
arate which shall not exceed that fixed in the sec- 
ond section of the bill upon the persons and prop- 
erty of American citizens. The Government cer- 
tainly will be able to make contracts with the 
company for the transportation of persons and 
gvods upon more favorable terms than the tariff 
we would beauthorized to fix. And Lhaveno reason 
to believe, from any computation that L have been 
able to make, that the sum thus annually to be paid 
by the Government would reach the amount which 
is contemplated by this bill. But, whatever the 
amount, be it more or less, it should be compen- 
sation for services rendered. As the bill stands, 
if it should come to pass that we should wish to 
abandon that road, having another communication 
open to us, we must still continue our payments in 
the same manner as though we received services. 
This isadistinction which 1 would give to no road in 
our own country, and certainly not to a road with- 
out the limitsof oarown country. Opposed to inter- 
nal improvements by the Government, | cannot be- 
come theadvocate of external improvements. ‘They 
rest upon the same principle, and, so far as that 
principle is to be extended to give advantage to any 
one, it Should be to those who seek to open internal 
communication, and to give commercial advantages 
to the United States. | have never myself, in any. 


examination of the bill as amended, believed that | 


the language bore the construction which has been 


placed upon it; but, such being the construction, | | 


wish to get rid of the difficulty, and-it is for that 
purpose Uwt I have offered the amendment. 
Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, l ask that 


this matter may be laid over so that we may have | 


an Executive session. The consideration of Ex- 


ecutive business necessary to be acted upon imme- | t 
|| twice, and committed to the Committee of the | 


diately has been postponed from day to day during 
the last week or two. 1 move that the further 


consideration of this bill be postponed until to- | 


morrow. 
The motion was carried. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and 

‘The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepvespay, January 31, 1849. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. CABELL, by unanimous consent, present- 
ed sundry joint resoluuions of the Legislature of 
llorida, viz: 

A resolution asking Congress to take some 
action to keep the Indians of Florida within their 
prescribed boundaries. 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

A-resolution asking Congress to allow the claim 
of Michael Ledwith. Referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

A resolution relative to the establishment of a 
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| call for them, commencing where the call was last 


. 


| referred the bill from the Senate enutled ** An act 
concerning tesumony,’’ reported the same back to | 


| the Judiciary entirely concurred. And the second 
| section of the bill gave that authority, to which 


Referred to the Commit- |! 


| being ex parte, without any knowledge or nutice 


| Lhe Committee on the Judiciary thought that this 
port of entry and delivery at Cedar Keys, on the |) was a matter worthy of very grave consideration, || 
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and they were not prepared to recommend its pas- 
Upon conterring with the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, he concurred in the amendment reported 
by the Comimittee on the Judiciary, to strike out 
that portion of the bill. There were other amy nd- 
ments also, the object of which was, to make the 

A resolution asking for a grant of a quarter sec- | other parts of the bill conform to this amendment, 
tion of land to each of the counties of Washington | afier the first section should-have been stricken 
and Holmes, in the State of Florida, for the lova- | out. 
tion of a county site; which resoluuons were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A resolution asking the establishment of mail 
routes in the counties of Orange, St. Lucie, and 
Dade, in the State of Florida; 

A resolution relative to the establishment of cer- 
tain mail routes; 

A resolution asking Congress to establish a cer- 
tain mail route therein named; which resulutions 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Otlice 
and Post Roads. 

A resolution asking Congress to pass the claim 
of the Rev. John ‘Pucker, as chaplain for Garr- 
son’s battalion, Florida mulitia; 

A resolution asking Congress for the payment 
of the claim of Capiain ‘Thomas Langford and his 
men, for certain services as volunteers in the Sem- 
inole war; 

A resolution remonstrating against the removal 
of the military muniuons, orduance, &e., from the 
garrison at St. Augustine, and asking tor further 
protection of the eastern tronuer of Fiorida; 

A resolution asking the passage of a law grant- 
ing land to the ofiicers and suldiers who served 1 
the Florida war; 

A resoluuion urging upon Congress the payment 
of certain companies of Florida volunteers; wlueh 
resolutions were referred to the Committee on JLil- 
itary Ailairs. 

On motion of Mr. CABELL, it was 


Ordered, Tivat said resolutions of the General Assembly 
of the State of Florida be printed, 


Gulf of Mexico. 
Commerce. 


Referred to the Committee on 

sare, 

A resolution asking a grant of a quarter section 

of land to each of the counties of Calhoun and 

Benton, for the location of a county site in each 
county; and 


Mr. I. moved that the amendment be passed. 

The amendments were severally concurred in. 

And the bill (having been ordered to a third 
reading at this time) was read a third time and 
passed, and the tite amended so as to read ** An’ 
act for authenticating certain records.”’ 


> RELIEF OF WILLIAM PLUMMER. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to whom was referred Senate bill 
entited ** An act for the relief of William Plum- 
mer, executor of Starkey Armistead, deceased,”’ 
reported the same back to the House, without 
amendment. 

Mr. L. said that there was peculiar hardship in 
the case, and it presented circumstances of strong 
appeal for the action of the House, although it 
was a private bill, 

Mr. |. briefly explained the circumstances of the 
case, and asked that the bill might be put upon ite 
passage. 

The bill was then read in full. 

The SPEAKER said, the question would then 
be on the third reading of the bill. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved that it be committed to 
the Committee of the Whole. The bill, he be- 
lieved, had been here two or three sessions. 

The SPEAKER. ‘To what committee does the 
gentleman move that the bill be committed ? 

Mr. FICKLIN. I suppose, being a private 
bill, that it goes upon the private eiaada i 
move its reference to the Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER stated the question, 

And the question having been taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the bill was not committed. 

And then the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
the further consideration of so much of the me- 
morial of Elenry O'Reilly as relates to the im- 
peachment of Judge Munroe. And also from the 
further consideration of the bill regulating evidence 
in the circuit and district courts of the United 
States; and said bill was laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the reselution of 
the House of the 21st December last, instructing said com- 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. mittee to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
laws providing for the naturalization of foreigners as to au- 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee |) qhorize the clerks of the proper courts to administer the 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of |) oath, and issue the tinal certificate of naturalization, under 
John E. Bispham, of the United States navy; the seal of said courts, during the vacation of the same; 
which was read twice, and committed to the Com- and that the resolution be laid ov the table. 
mittee of the Whole. SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. L., from the same committee, reported a bill Mr. EDWARDS, from tht Committee on the 
for the relief of Francis Moreno; wich was read || District of Columbia, reported a bill to prohibit 
| the introduction of slaves into the District of Co- 
Whole. | lumbia as merchandise, or for sale or hire; which 

Mr. I., from the same committee, to whom was || bill was read twice. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the bill. 


the House, with amendments; which were read || And the bill having been read through fol- 
and concurred in by the House. | lows: os 


Mr. INGERSOLL explained. He said it would || A BILL to prohibit the introduction of slaves into the Dis- 
be seen that the bill from the Senate consisted of | trict of Columbia as merchandise, or for sale or hire. 
two parts. The Solicitor of the Treasury was | _ He it enacted by the Senute und House of Representatives cf 
very anxious to have the power to give, from the || {¢ United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 

y . t oe 8 . ae _ || business of introducing or importing slaves into the District 
diflerent departments of the Government, authentic || of Columbia as merehandise, or for sale or hire, be and the 
copies of the records there in the same Way 1D |) same is hereby prohibited. 
which authority was given to furnish authenticated || 


Mr. C. remarked that he had been for some time 
endeavoring to obtain the oor to present these | 
resolutions. He merely desired that they might 
be referred as they were endorsed. 

Mr. TURNER, by leave, presented the petition 
of Thomas Drummoud and other citizens of Gale- 
ha, praying for a reduction in the rates of postage 
and the abolition of the franking privilege; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Otfice 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular orders of the 
day. 

The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 
business was the cal! of the committees for re- 
ports. And the Speaker accordingly proceeded to 


suspended. 


Sec. 2. vind be it further enacted, Ifany person shall here- 


. , . > 3 | after bring or import any slave or slaves into the District 
copi 2COFr , 3 artme 3) te , 
i yw of records from the Department of State || aforesaid as merchandise, or for the purpose of selling or 
n the propriety of this course the Committee 00 || hiring guch slave orsiaves, or shal) be accessory ihereto, the 
person or persons so offending shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fived in 
. the sum of five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned a term 
e bjec . ’ 
ee legals aS ‘ not Jess than one, nor more than six months, at the discre- 
he second section proposed, that in all cases || tion of the court, for each and every slave by hin: brought 
relating to land ules, and so forth, ex parle depo- || into the District aforesaid as merchandise, or for sale or 
sitions might be taken under the direcuon of the | bite. 


amines & a : ” | Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all contracts or 
minisier, consul, or other officer abroad, (of course, || hargains made or entered into, and all agreements, whether 


verbal or in writing, when the consideration or any part 

thereof has been for a slave or slaves introduced or im- 

ported into the District aforesaid as merchandise, or for sale 
\| or hire, shall be absolutely null and void. 


Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, Whenever any eitizen 


given to the parues that they were interested in it. ) 
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of the District aforesaid, or other person, shall bring any 
lave or slaves into the District aforesaid, he, she, or they 
shalf, within forty eight hours next after his or their entry 


ints the District, go before the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 


the county of Washington, in the District of Columbia, and 
take an oath that said slave or slaves have not bee n brought 
into this District as merchandise, or for sale or hire, but that 
they were brought for his or their own proper use, and for 
no other purpose whatever; and it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of said court to give the person making oath a certiti- 
cate, under his official seal, that said oath has been taken 
and duly recorded in his office; and it is hereby made the 
duty of said elerk to administer said oath, and to keep a 
true and perfect record thereof in his office ; and any person 
failing to take such oath and certificate thereof, and shall be 
found to have entered this District with a slave or slaves, or 
to have received such slave or slaves from any other person 
who has entered with them, shall be arrested by the Marshal 
of the Distaet, or any of his deputies, or any constable in 
anid District, lo whom a knowledge of the facts may come ; 
and the person so arrested shall be immediately taken be 
fore some judge or justice of the District, whose duty it 
shall he to recognize said person for his appearance at the 


next regular term of the Criminal Court of the county of 


Washington, in the District of Columbia, in the sum of five 
hundred dollars for each slave so found in bis possession ; 
and on failare of such person to enter into such recogni- 
zance, it shall be the duty of such judge or justice to com 
mit him to jail, unless he is then willing to take she oath 
Miove 
according to the provisions of this act: Provided, always, 
That nothing in this section shall apply to any person or 
persons Visiting or pissing through this District with his, 
her, or their carriage drivers, waiters, or other body-servants, 
mule or female: Provided, further, That nothing in this act 
shall be so construed as to prevent any person or persons, in 
removing to said District, from bringing with them their 
sluve or slaves: nd provided, further, ‘Vivat nothing in this 
act be so construed as to prevent persons residing within 
this District from introducing any slave or slaves obtained 


ve 


preseribed, in which case it shall be administered | 


by marriage, bequest, or other cireumatance : nd provided, | 


also, That nothing in this act shall prevent bringing slaves 
into the Distriet, as now authorized, for hire fora term not 
excerding twelve months. 

Sec. 5, ind be it further enacted, That any person or per- 
sons bringiog within this District, under any of the provis- 


ious of this act, any slave or slaves, shall, within thirty days | 
of their introduction, file in the clerk’s office of the county | 


of Washington a record of the names, sex, and age of said 

slaves; and an omission to do so shall be construed into an 

intention to have introduced such slave or slaves for sale. 
Sic. 6. and be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 


of the Secretary of State of the United States, immediately | 
after the passage of this act, to cause its publication in at | 
least four newspapers in each slave State of the Union, and | 
in atleast three of the newspapers of this District, for two | 


successive months, and this act shall not take effect until 
the first day of August, 1849- 

Mr. WENTWORTIL inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to have the bill engrossed 
for a third reading to-day. 


The SPEAKER. The question is on commit- 


ting the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, and on ordering it to be 


printed. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. 
question: If we vote 
Mr. LINCOLN rose to inquire if he could ask 
a question, 





I ask the Speaker this | 


The SPEAKER said, the colleacue of the gen- | 
tleman [Mr. Wenrworrtn] was asking a question | 


of the Chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I want gentlemen to 
vote understandingly on this question. ‘Therefore 
I ask whether, in case we vote down the question 
of commitment, it will not be in our power to 
order that the bill be engrossed for a third reading 
to-day ? 

The SPEAKER said the bill might be ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I wish to state to this 
House the results of the little experience which I 
have had in this House for two or three years past 
in relation to bills of this description. Since [ first 
became a member of this House, bills of this char- 
acter have from time to time been introduced. 
Gentlemen who introduced them had the credit of 
so doing. It went forth to the country that prop- 
ositions were pending before this House for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
The country thinks that we are making-great 
progress in them, but it does not know, that when 
they are referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, there was the end of 
them, just the same as if they had never been in- 
troduced. Now, I hope 

Mr. SAWYER. 
me to say a word—— 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 





One moment. 





Will the gentleman permit | 


I do} 


noi, as gentlemen know, often trouble this House, | 


and I do not speak long when I do rise. I want 
to explain the nature of these things, that is all. 
Now, I sincerely hope that the gentleman who 
introduced the bill (for it is a good bill, perhaps 


as good a bill as we shall be able to pass at the | 


present session) will go with me—— 


ii 


_ adopted; so that, when the bill should come up, 


Severar Voices: What do you say about the | 


bill? 
Mr. WENTWORTH. 


I say that it is a good | 


bill; or that, if it has defects, it is as good a bill as | 


we shall be able to pass during the present session, | 


Therefore, | hope that the gentleman who intro- 
duced the bill, and all who are in favor of its ob- 
ject, will manifest it by voting down the motion to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, so that the bill may be ordered to a third 
reading to-day, and that we may pass it if we can. 

Mr. CHAPMAN (chairman of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia) said that he had risen 
merely for the purpose of giving notice to the 
House, that he was opposed to the bill which had 
been reported from that committee. As a member 
of it, he must say that this bill, however correct it 
might be in the principles which it sought to carry 
out, did not meet his sanction or approbation. He 
had risen merely for the purpose of giving this 
notice, and of saying that when the bill should come 
up for consideration, (as was agreed in committee 
that it should,) he designed to move a substitute for 
it. That substitute had not yet been prepared. It 
would place this question entirely where, in his 
humble judgment, it ought to be placed—within the 
power of the proper authorities of this District. As 
a member of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, he repeated, he could not vote for the 
bill, because it contained provisions which, in his 
opinion, Congress had no power to pass. He did 
not intend at this time to enter into any discussion 
either upon the principles of the bill, or as to the 
constitutional difficulties which, to his mind, were 
involved in the inquiry what it was right and 
proper to do. Without, therefore, entering upon 
any argument as to the purposes of the bill, or as 
to the constitutional difficulties which surrounded 
this question, he merely wished to say that he 
was opposed to the provisions of the bill, and that 
he should at the proper time, when it came up for 
consideration, give his views upon it, and also 
upon the constitutional power of the Government 
over the question involved in it—at the same time 
stating the mode by which he thought the con- 
stitutional difficulty could be alone overcome. 

As he had said before, he did not want now to 
discuss the bill. A majority of the committee 
had authorized his honorable friend from Ohio to 
report this bill, and that the motion should be made 
to commit it. When it came up for consideration, 
he should desire to present his views and to offer 
a substitute. 

The bill contained a good many amendments, 
which were adopted in committee this morning. 
These amendments might, some of them, be de- 
fective in their language. The committee was 
hurried, as every member of this House must be 
aware the committees were always hurried in their 
action upon the details of important questions.« 
It was not, therefore, in the power of the commit- 
tee, in their sitting of this morning, to perfect the 
language of various sections and of various amend- 
ments which had been agreed to, and the principles 
of which had been adopted. The committee, 
therefore, proposed that the bill be referred and 

rinted, so that they and the whole House might 
Sees an opportunity thoroughly to examine the 
amendments reported by the sub-committee and 


they would be prepared to decide whether they 
would carry out its principles. He himself should 
then submit a different proposition. 

Mr. HARALSON said, judging from the inti- 
mation given by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Wentwortn,} he apprehended that any action 
which they might take at this time was not to be 
the final action of the Congress of the United States. 
The gentleman had told them distinctly that it was 
about as good a bill as they could pass at this ses- 
sion, evidently intimating that it was to be followed 
up by further action on this subject. Where it 
was ultimately to terminate, no man could foresee; 
but they had certain intimations that it was not to 
stop here. It was, therefore, the entering wedge for 
further action on the subject; and in that view of 
the subject, he moved, without further argument, 
to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, rose to make an appeal 
to the gentleman from Georgia to allow him the 
floor a moment for explanation. 

Mr. HARALSON insisted upon his motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays; 

which were ordered. 
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Mr. SMITH renewed his appeal to be allow 
an opportunity for explanation. sn 

Mr. HARALSON. 1 would yield with 
pleasure were it not for the fact that | have tj 
same application from all quarters by gentie Z 
who say that they will renew the motion. oy 

Mr. SMITH. 1 was misrepresented yester. 


great 


day by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr, 





| vote first upon the motion to refer? 


' be first in order, not being cut off by the previous 
| question. 


| lay the bill on the table will be withdrawn, The 


| yeas 72, nays 117—as follows: 


| Gayle, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmay. 
| son, Harris, Hill, lsaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston 


Brown,]} and | wish to set myself right, 
The SPEAKER announced the question ¢ 
laying on the table. . 
Mr. BRODHEAD said, before the vote wa 
taken, he desired to propound a question to o 


Chair: If the gentleman from Georgia withdrew 
|the motion to lay on the table, and the Previoug 


question should be demanded and seconded, he 
asked the Chair if it would not bring the House t» 


The SPEAKER. The motion to commit wouig 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Then I hope the motion to 


motion to commit is the proper question, 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, Bayly 
Beale, Bedinger, Bocock, Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, William 
G. Brown, Charles Brown, Abert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell 
Chapman, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Cling 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, Donne 
Alexander Evans, Featherston, Flournoy, French, Fulton, 


luge 
r r ? 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufinan, Thomas 


Butler King, La Sére, Ligon, Lumpkin, McDowell, McKay 
McLane, Morse, Outlaw, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pils. 
bury, Preston, Rhett, Roman, Shepperd, Simpson, Stanton, 
Thibodeaux, Jacob Thompson, R. A. Thompson, ‘Tompkins, 
Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wiley, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—72. ‘ 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Belcher, Bing- 
ham, Biackmar, Brady, Brodiead, Butler, Canby, Catheart, 
Coliamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Darling, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Duer, Dunn, Eckert, Edsall, Edwards, 
Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fickiin, Fisher, 
Freediey, Gaines, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Gregory, Grin. 
nell, Hale, N. K. Hall, Hammons, J. G. Hampton, Henley, 
Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R, 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Kennon, Daniel P, 
King, Lahm, Wim. T’. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, 
Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, Mcilvaine, 


| Job Mann, Horace Maun, Marvin, Miller, Morris, Muilin, 
| Murphy, Nelson, Newell, Palfrey, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, 


Pettit, Pollock, Putuam, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockweil, 
Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, Schenck, Sherrill, Silves- 
ter, Slingerland, Smart, Robert Smith, Truman Smith, 
Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, 
Strong, Talimadge, ‘Taylor, James Thompson, Richard W. 
‘rhompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Turner, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wick, 
Wilmot, and Wilson—117. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 


The question recurring on the motion to commit 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union— 

Mr. SMITH said he was glad that the bill in- 
troduced by the gentleman from Ohio, from the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, was not 
laid on the table. He was in favor of having it 
printed and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, that it might go through 
a thorough investigation, and that the House might 
act advisedly on this question. He did not approve 
of the course which had been pursued in the House, 
when questions touching the Institutions of slavery 
in this District had been introduced. He had been 
compelled to give his vote where he could not vote 
his wishes, but was forced to take a ‘choice of 
evils.” The honorable gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Brown] had yesterday placed him 
(Mr. 8S.) in a category in which he did not be- 
long, and, in so doing, had done him injustice. 

The SPEAKER interposed and said, the gen- 
tleman would take notice that it was not in order- 
in the House to reply to remarks made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH said that his object in alluding to 
the speech of the gentleman in committee, and other 
action of the House on this question, was to show 
the importance of the reference of this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole, and. he trusted no ob- 
jections would be made to his proceeding with bis 
remarks. : 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
in his speech of yesterday, said : 

« What do we see? [ am sorry my colleague from the 
northern district is not here, for [ have a word to. say 0 
him. Another resolution has been introduced at this ses 


sion to allow every person in this District to vote—black 
and white, all celors, bond and free—and that proposition 
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